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aut af the Muck and Filth of the Na- 
tom, ok rais'd Vermin.. that. deſtroy the 
1 nduſtrions part of it e and theſe Co — aints 
like the Spaniards Harangue, ſeldom reach 
farther than the Streets, 1 mean to ſuch as 

walk them, they rome not ſo near as the 


Bool of [80 Throne, wt alli 
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But to return to the Enquiry, what effe®# 


this management hath had in the Kingdom? 
and that | ſeems to have been double in its 
R ; A 


The firſt in the publick Tax and Charge 
on the Nation. „ 
be ſecond in the waſting and decay of 
the Manu fa Fures Trade and Navigation of 
Hor that of the Tax and Charge of the Na- 
tion, there are thoſe whoſe Negoce and Buſe- 
zeſs in publick matters, among the ſeveral 
Offices gives them opportunity to know auch, 
who ſay, leſs than two thirds of what hath 
been charg d, might have with much more 


Juſtice and Satisfation to all Perſons con- 


rern d diſchargd all publick Payments due 
both for Land and Sea Service. If this be 
true, as there is too much Reaſon to believe, 
what ig then become of more than Thirteen 
Millions Sterling, ſaid to be miſſing? 4 
Sum that mould have been thought when we 
were better able to ſpare it, more than the 


Nation would part with to purchaſe a King- 
dlom, and is more than all the Monarchs of 


England in former Ages, ever expended 1 


ſecure this. 
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T pon ſerious RefleTian, the Reaſon why 


theſe Men are uncliſturb d, is as plain as that 
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. 205 Spaniſh Vice-Roy, who being call d 
Home upon great complaints for Corruptions 
in his * upon his Arrival at the 
Groyne, Writes to the Prime Miniſter at 
Madrid, to Enom how he ſtood at Court? To 
which he anſwered, it is ſaid here that you 
have Cheated the King of Four Millions of y 
Pieces of Eight, if it be true, you are ſafe, ; 
_ if mot, you are undom. AF 
Dit ſeems to be aur Caſe, or ſo many © 
Millions of Mony would not be ſo quietly 
paſt over. Some make it a Queſtion, which 
would be the greateſt management, to perſwade 
4 Nation out of Forty Millions, upon a fair 
pretence of making a War with their Emennes, 
or to cover and protect thoſe that get ſo great „ 
4 part of what is given 2 if there were Room 4:42 
5 wondler, hom could it be anſwered, that 4 
in ſuch Numbers of Criminals, there ſhould 
not one ſo much as receive a Rebute : but they 
| have the Vice-Roys Receipt, before mentioned. 
And that which made a worſe Proſpect is, that 
the Evil ſeemed Fortified within Walls and 1 
Bulwarks, and none have come off without 
Loſs that have attacked them. 
"If this be our Caſe, T muſt own Treatifes 
on Trade are as vain as his Iabour who provi" :. 
ded Materials for Building a Houſe, but | - 
wanted ground to Erec it on. Moral bo. 
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The Preface. 
other Trade , conſs ts in " Onprofitable Import a- 
ſtiaus conſumed 3 in the Kingdom, and were 
j wot for the Trade of our Foreign Planta- 
 Frons and that of Ireland, we 544 by this 
day been ſuch Maſters of Trade and Naviga- 
tion, as are the Spaniards 5 Tet it 3s in 
a#remory. ſence that People pf br the Uni- 
verſal Monarchy, and had had it, if their 
Dowinion hed beer more at Ste and teſs at 
Lad ; but that Engliſh Mew whom God 
and Nature have framed as Inhabitants of 
the Deep, ſhould quit their own Element, 
rd be led into Deluftons I muſt not name z 
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| Ila, whoſe fortunes are to be made b 
cer ad Ir ployments ; but it is 2 0 
will be diſtinguiſhed wiſhed from Mer of ſubſtance 
that deſign the  Univerſil good of the Nation, 
which can only be by the advance of Manu- 
feFures and ; nity, the growth of for- 
tuner by thoſe Im ployments, would give more 
fatisfaFion to the Nation than Eſtates got 
2 handling Publick Money, becauſe by ola 
„the Common-wealth grows great, but 
1 by the latter it decays: and thofe worthy Pa- 
* #riots that are nom Imployed in rote in- 
0 the vaſt Sums raiſed for Publ ict nſe, de- 
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1 in that work, which the great Council © 
of the Nation in their Wiſdom has intruſted 
them with ; and from fo good an Introdu- 
ion, it is ' hop ed, further enquiries will be 
made for the Pub ick good of the Nations 
where things may be 9 oo ered, which perhaps 
would not be ſafe in a reface, though it gave 
demonſtration how the Taxes might be leſſe- 
ned, and hom eas art o hr the charge of the 
Poor might be yea they better provi- 
ded for thay: nom ay are ; and that which 
is yet more, Tranſmute thoſe et of Cla 
into Silver, turn the growing Poor of the 
Nation into hands of Induſtry, profita le to 
themſel ves and the Nation. 
It 3s unaccountable that we ſhould, as in 
truth we do, want People, yet know not how 
to Ienploy thoſe : we have For which Reaſons 
my be given, if a Parliament take it into 
their Care ; and there is ground to expect it 
nom, for Bleſſings to a Nation ſeldom come 
alone and it appears ſo by the ſucce 75 we 
| beve bad in this happy Reign, in which I 


think there has been already more done againſs 2 


our Enemies, then there has been ſince the 
Reign of her Royal Pattern, 
May Her Reign Exceed, and Her Glory ? 

Era, is the Prayer of al G Men. 
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THE. —_ 
INTRODUCTION. 


LTHOUGH Trade and Navigation 
were the Chymiſts that firſt tranſmuted 
our Native Product into Gold and Si- 
ver; and that Bait lewer'd our Ruſtick and Ig- 
norant Hands into Mechanick Arts and Labour, 
yet now we are ſaid to uſe our beſt Friends, 
Manufacture and Navigation, as Young Heirs 
do Old Servants of their Families, with Neglect 
and Contempt ; they have no uſe for them, their 
Eſtates are ſettled, Rents well paid, they fee 

no Want nor Decay. "62 | 

In the Park Numbers as great, Equipages as 
ſplendid as ever; to diſturb theſe Gentlemen 
with Tar and Fiſh- Hooks, Manufactures at Home 
and Navigation Abroad, is of no more uſe 
than a Lecture of Metaphiſicks to a Tire-Moman. 
Ang as theſe Men of Eaſe and Pleaſure allow not 
themſelves leiſure to Read or Think; ſo there 
is another ſet of Metz of 4 more pernicious Na- 
ture, and deſtructive to the Common-wealth, 
that ſuppreſs and declaim againſt any Monition 
of the common danger the Nation is in: Theſe 
are thoſe who enrich themſelves at the publick 

| B Charge, 


. TntroduBion, 


Charge, work under Ground, and are viſible 


only by the Mole-Hills of Fortune, they ſo ſoon. 


turn up. | 

There is yet a third ſort of Men that live by 
Trade and Commerce, and-yet are no Friends to 
a Treatiſe of it, becauſe a Scrutiny into all the 
Manage and Conduct of Commerce may diſ- 


cover ſome practices, though profitable to par- 
ticular Men, 2 greatly prejudicial to the Na- 


tion in Genera + | ; 
Nou from all theſe Men, the following Sheets 
can expect no better Entertainment than that of 


the Silverſmiths; and though their Number are 


but few, if compared to the Body of the Nation, 
yet their Noiſe will be greater becauſe they are 
touch'd in the moſt ſenſible part that immediate- 


ly affects them: But the Body of the Nation 


either aſſign their Poverty to Caſualty, or the 
War, which as yet has dene us no harm, nor 


will, if the Trade of the Nation be rightly con- 


ſidered, and the publick Money duly managed; 
but if the care of both theſe ſhould fall into 
Hands that are Strangers to the firſt, and too 


long Acquainted with the practice of the latter, 
we ſhall not number Years to the Date of our 


Ruin. | 

This Truth is ſo obvious, that there needs 
no more but to open our Eyes, and we ſhall ſee 
that our Manufactures, Navigation and Fiſhing, 
have been Travelling out of England ever ſince 
the Year 1640, and that they Lodg'd firſt in 
Holland, then in France, and are now ſpread as 
far as Denmark and Sweedland. e 
£5 Ef Hh Nov 
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Te Introdu@ion. 3 
Now if this be fact, as it cannot be denied, 
is there not Reaſon for the Nation to enquire 
into the cauſe of our declining in that which is 
dur fön t??? ee 
It is a dreadful Symptom to ſee a People 
Senceleſs under publick Calamity, we ſhould: 
think a Farmer in the Country Diltracted that 
ſhould let his Neighbours take away his Manure, 
Hire his Men and his Plow from him, and he fit 
ſill contented, that he hath better Land, 
and ſhall do well enough though he neither Plow 
nor Sow. Dotiotweſo? We have loſt, or ra- 
ther given up the moſt conſiderable Navigation, 

_ Fifhing and Manufactures of the Nation, but of 
this I have ſaid ſomething elſewhere, ſo. ſhall 
not come to particulars here, only that we im- 
ploy in the Eaſft=Land, Greenland and Newfound- 
Land Fiſhing, not ſo many Ships by Five Hun- 
dred, nor ſo many Men by Twenty Thouſand, 
as we did in the Reign of King James the Firſt. 
This not ſaid on a Random Gueſs, but taken 
out of the ſeveral Ports of th: Kingdom. —_ 

If this were eonſidered, and with it how ma- 
ny more we ſhould have added to our former 

Numbers, if we had but gradually increaſt as 
the French and Dutch have done © Sure it would 
Rouſe up the Ergiiſh Lyon, bur I fear our mis- 
fortunes have been, that thoſe in whoſe Power 
it was to help us, did not allow themſelves time 
to Read. an 241. TEE 
I remember to have heard one that had been 
a Parliament Man, ſay, That it was Exports 
and Imports that Ruin'd the Kingdom: And 

another, That he wondred any Body woul 
| "WF: trouble 


2% The Introduction. 
trouble themſelves to Read Books of Trade, 
with an Oath, how have they done this Five 
Hundred Years ? It was anſwer' d, Above Two 
Hundred Years encreaſing their Trade and Na- 
vigation, but it will not be half the time in 
loſing, if it hath no better Friends than you. 
It is hoped there will be Men of better 
Underſtandings in this Parliament, to out Num- 
ber thoſe whoſe Genius hath for ſome time lead 
them to the Manufacture of Offices, and that 


there will be as much time ſpent in finding out 


ways and means to regain our Trade and Navi- 
gation, as for the finding out Funds to pay our 
Armies and Fleets. "EY 
It would be mortifying to Engliſhmen if w 
brought Maximes of Government from France, 
yet I could wiſh we took Precedents from them 
in the Conduct of Trade. 
The firſt thing they did after the laſt War 
was upon the Peace, to Order in every Marine 
and Trading Town in France a Committee of 
Trade, which was to repreſent to the Supream 

Committee of Trade in Paris, whatever they 
thought was to the Benefit and Improvement of 
the Trade of that Place. 5 

This in my Poor Opinion, was the right way 

to make a Harmony in Trade, ſo that one part 
may not interfere with the other, as it does 
with us, to a confuſion like that of Babel. 
I might name particulars here, but fear 


Sn Offence, knowing that a Diſcourſe of 
t 


this Nature will meet with Envy and Folly e- 
nouggz to ridicule it: however, there are Men 
1 | | in 


#1 
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in the Kingdom that do conſider, and to ſuch 1 


We ſee the conſequence of looſing our Trade 
and Navigation, how far it hath already advanced 
the French, whaſę Admiral, in my Memory, carried 
but Four: from Vs they were ſupplied 
with Newfoundland Fiſh, and from Ireland with 
| Herrings. Now they ſupply Spain with the 
firſt, and probably the laſt ; and all Fiſh from 
England. OI | | 

2 that ſhould, Sixty Vears paſt, have wrote 
of Trade, and told us that this would happen, 
and that the French would be able to conteſt the 
Sovereignty of the Seas, with the Dutch and 
Engliſh at once, would have been laugh'd at; 
but we ſee it is come upon us, and the fame 
is growing in Portugal, Sweden and Denmark. - 
Theſe Nations do not flight and ridicule a a 

Council of Trade, nor make them a ſine Cure. 

If France, and others, have by Councils and Me- 
thods in Trade drawn away ſo much of Ours, 
why ſhould not we take the ſame way they do? 
if not to regain what is loſt, yet at leaſt to keep 
what we have left. „ 3 
Il wiſh our Nobility and Gentry, whoſe Here- 

ditary Eſtates put them above the common 
Fear of Want, did look back to the time of - 
their Anceſtors, and ſee the Rent Roles in H. 
the Eighths Reign, compare them with what 
they are now, then conſider what they have ad- 
vanc'd : Is it not our Manufactures and Fiſhin 
that have done it ? But then we had no Rivals 
in Trade and Navigation ; now we are ſur- 
rounded with them that are Induſtrious in all, 
| "M2 and 
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and if we are not ſo, we ſhall change Fortunes 
with them, they were once a Poor People and 


we a Rich; but that will not be all, we ſhall not 


oe ſo ſafe in poverty as they were. 


England is the Jewel of Europe, worth Fiſh- | 


ing for, never to be got but when Poor; cut 
off its Locks, Trade and Navigation, and we 
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ſhall foon have Sampſor's Fate. 


To me it is aſtoniſhing, that our greateſt 


| en are not Alarm'd to ſee our Declention at 


Sea, that we are forc'd to break in upon the 
At of Navigation, which hath, under God, 


Preſerved the Nation theſe Forty Years; when 


all our Armies, Acts of Parliament and Confe- 


deracies could not have done it without that 


I wou'd ask what Figure we ſhould make in 


| this Age of War, if we had neither duc ner 
Ceamen; and we fhall have neither, if we loſe. 


„* 


our Trade and Navigation: And does it not 
Took that way, when as J faid before, we are 
forea to open a Gap in the Bunt, that hath for 


Forty Yeats preſerv'd whit we have leſt of 


our, Navigation; Vet there ſeems 4 fieceſſity to 
it, for the Regaining I cannot ſay, but to learn 
the Art of Whale-fiſhing, which we were the 


firſt Maſters of, of any in Europt, and are now 
to learn of Them that have got it from Us. 
The Durch and Hamburghers, not to name 
the French, Imploy near Toy Teufen 


Men in the Greezland-fiſhing, and we not One. 
The advantage of which to the Huch appears by 
this Years fiſhing, having taken 600 Whales, 

which at a moderate Computation, may be ac- - 
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counted to amount to near 300000). without ex- 
pence of either Money or Commodities. We 
had once almoſt all the Trade of Ruſſia, but the 
Dutch imploy now near 40 Sale of great Ships 
. in that Trade. 5 — 
We formerly imploy'din the Iſeland and Nor- 
thern- ſiſpiug, more then 10000 Men and now 
not 1000, The French that uſed to take off 
much of the Fiſh, having Prohibited all Fiſh but 
what is taken by themſelves. 
An Old Trader of Tarmouth, tells me that he 
remembers when there went out of that Port 
more then Forty Sail a Year to the Northern 
Fiſhing, and that Three Vears ſince there went 
but Two, and now none at all. 9 
I mention not the Trade into the Sauna, 
Nemfound- land - Fiſhery, White Herrings, &c. 
But to Sum up all, it will _ we have loſt 
the imployment of more then 40 Thouſand 
Seamen, and yet want Men for that little Trade 
and Navigation we have left. In Sepeember laſt, 
heard an Eminent Merchant of London com- 
plain, that he and ſeveral others, have had their 
Ships Loaden in the River of Thames for Two 
Months, yet were not able to ſend them out for 
want of Seamen, tho there were noPreſs, and not- 
withſtanding they offered Three Pound a Month, 
and Three — advance for Men, that for- 
merly might have been had for Twenty ſhillings. 
Theſe Reflections in my poor Opinion, are more 
frightful then a French Army Landed in England, 
That we might hope to beat, but this of conſu- 
m__ our Seamen inſenſibly, brings us into 2 
con 


ition without defence, a Prey to the next 
4 that 
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that pleaſes to take us into protection. I con- 
feſs I have ſometimes thought we ſhall come to 
that intollerable fall, for what ever wiſe heads 
may think, in my weak judgment, who ever 


commands the Sea are Maſters of us without 


Fighting. 2-5 | 

If the French dare Engage us and the Dutch 

at Sea in Conjunttian, what may he doe if we 

were apart. : B 
We are not always ſure of Allies, and is it 


no crime to think Engliſumen love to ſtand 


on their own Leggs, as we might do in defiance 
of all our Enemies, if we did ſecure our Marine 
Trade, for *tis that feeds our Manufactures. 

We want not Hands,nor Materials to enlarge 


them, to double the quantity we ever made, but 
we have always been crainpt in o Forreign 


Markets, and Vent abroad, which muſt proceed 
from our ill Conduct, when we have ſuch mul- 


titudes of Poor wanting imployment, and yet 


we are forcꝰd to fend out our Wooll to France, 


Holland, &c. to be wrought : But that we are 


ford to it when ſo many Laws are made to 
prevent rhe Exportation of our Wooll, ſeems a 
Contradiction, tho? in Reallity it is fo, that 


both in England and Irelaud, there is a force on 


the Subjects to ſend their Wooll abroad. 
It is a uſual Expreſſion in Trade, that 4 Man 
#s forcid to ſeek a Market when he cannot have it 


* 


at home. 


Now Sheep Maſters tells us, .they cannot pay 


Fray Rent if Wooll yields not Six or Seven Shillings | 
He; A: Tod; and England does not work up two 
e / thirds of what they have in both Kingdoms, ſo 


. 4. 
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then there is a neceſſity upon them either to 
Burn or Export it: The Dutch are ſaid to do 
the former, when they exceed in their Spices, 
but it is not practicable in this caſe. 
To write all that might be ſaid to this of our 
Wooll and Woollen Manufacture, would make 
a Volume; They who pleaſe but to Read 
thres or four Pages pf what I have already Prin- 
ted on this Occaſion, will ſee reaſon to enquire 
into, and to conſider this matter. I have ſeen 
a Scheme in my humble Opinion that would do 
the work, and fave the charge of a Naval War 
of Owlers againſt our ſelves. „ 
But the Gentleman that hath it, hath been fo 
ill uſed, he knows not who to truſt with it, and 
I think he hath reaſon, what he relates bein 
Fact, which otherwiſe would be incredible. 
It is a misfortune lamented by conſiderable 
Men that of late Years, the Nation has run more 
upon Projects, Stock-jobbings, &c. then upon 
Trade and Manufactures, and that renders ſolid 
Thoughts and Meaſures for Trade uneaſie to 
ſome, whoſe Province it might be to conſider 
it; But Projects chat bring in immediate gain 


: * 


are better received. N S 
A Gentleman upon a diſcourſe of this nature, 
told me he once offered to a Noble Lord then 
in a great Poſt, a Paper which the Lord flung 
him back, asking him if he thought he had no- 
thing to do but read papers, to which the Gen- 
tleman anſwered, it was pity he had till he read 
wore. It were to be wiſh'd that Spirit of a great 
Miniſter in France were here, that {aid he thought 
his time well ſpent in Reading a Hundred Pro- 
„ B 2 
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ſals for Trade and Navigation, if but one of 
them hit. | e 
That Nation grows great, and will be fo 
where Plants of Trade thrive in Court Gardens. 
Tris thoſe productions that have made France 
ſo Opulent. Shorten them in their Trade and 
Navigation, their numerous Armies will devour 
one another: there is no foraging for Money, 
and Soldiers will have na temptarion to Fight 
without it, and I fear our dangers lies that 
way. We may have Tears from the people 
but not Taxes, if our Manufactures and Navi- 
gation fink, and how they ſhould do otherwiſe 
is not viſible where the beſt Men are ſtent, 
and the worſt Crow, for which they have not ſo 
much as the Proverb, oz their own Dunghill, per- 
haps not Born to, or poſſeſſors of an Acre. 
| {would ſeem extraordinary in the days of 
dur Fore-farhers, for fuch Men to ſet up a Ma- 
nagement in Parliament; they would hardly 
| Have been brought to hear, much leſs truſt them, 
whoſe buſineſs it was to work out their fortunes 
+ by their Tongues : And may they do it in the 
way of their profeſſion as worthy Men do? ra- 
ther then out of publick funds, either by mag- 
nifying them in Notion, or lefſening them in 
Practice; and though ſuch practices have the 
fortune to paſs off in the Crowd of miſtakes, yet 
the malignity of them is found in the Trade and 
Manufacture of the Nation. 
Numbers drove out of their Houſes, others 
forc'd to the charge of more then they are worth 
to keep them, payment of Publick Debts de- 
lay'd, and being due to Men in Trade, is like 
1 | wo taking 
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taking away Seed-corn from the Plow. Trade 
in theſe Kingdoms is blood in the body, Cir- 
culates in every Vein. A ſtop in the Circulation 


_ endangers the whole, and whoever projects 


Publick Taxes for Private ends, is an Enemy that 
ſowes Tares in the night. Theſe Men will de no 
more, friends to diſcourſes of Trade; then was 
a certain perſon who ſaid a Book was a Libel, 
becauſe of a paſſage in it that it was a mwfortune 
to have Knaves, in Publick imployments ; but 
Men will do more then ſay ſo if they come to 
want Bread: and there are more that eara it 


by the labour of their hands, than by that of 


theit , ĩͤ UT Ln eine 
They are beſt imploy'd that conſider our 


Trade and Navigation, and imployment of the 
Poor of the Kingdom: Tis thoſe that eat their 


Bread by the ſwear of their brows, that pay our 
Rents at home, and fight our Battles abroad, 
but they can do neither no longer then Trade 
and Navigation {ſupports them 
We ſhould therefore hug them in our Bo- 


ſoms, and not let chem beg at our doors: take 


as much care of them as a Father does of his 
Children. . 

I think him a great Man that imploys Twen- 
ty Men at his Looms, and Five Hundred Spin- 


ners, and wonder we have no more ſuch, in 


Partiament : They deſerve double Honoursthat 
promote Induſtry to encourage our Trade and 
Manufactures ; and when it is Heartily ſet a- 
bout, Men that now ſlight the Poor as uſeleſs or 
burthenſome will be diſtinguiſhed in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe. I have given my Humble 

CE Opinion 
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Opinion when we miſtake and neglect the Intereſt 
of Trade, and according to the beſt of my Judg- 
ment and Experience ſhow how I think we 
might retrieve part of what we have loſt, for af 
we never can. | 1 
I ſhall keep the Reader no longer in the In- 
troduction, but to affirm that in the following 
Sheets, I have not ſaid any thing but what I 
think true, and with ſubmiſfion to better Judg- 
ment can juſtify, and though it cannot be denyed 
that there never was ſo ill a proſpect of our 
Manufactories, Fiſhing-Trade and Navigation, 
yet I preſume it poſſible even at this time to 
Hay ſuch a Foundation for * and ſecuring 
it, as may keep the Trade and Navigation 
Alive, which is now languiſhing. 
ll have in the following Eſſays, left out ſeveral 
Topicks on Trade, that were deſigned for it, 
but for Reaſons I defer them for another Part, 
in which I ſhall be obliged to ſnew the Root of 
our Decay: though I believe, if what is here 
faid, meets not with conſideration, nothing will, 
but the lowder cries of the Poor; and I wiſh it 
may go no farther. © 7 


ESSAY 


( oY 


Trade comes not by Inſpiration, but by Practice. 


ESSAY 


Who are moſt proper to be heard in matters 
Relating to Trade and Navigation. 
HIS may be thought a Queſtion out of 
Queſtion, anſwered by the Univerſal 
practice of Mankind. Divines are not 
conſulted in Phyſick, nor Phyſicians in matters 

of Law; the meaneſt Underſtandings adviſin 
with Men in their own Faculties: but en: 
this is practice in particular Conduct, yet in 


the Publick it may not be ſo: and from hence 


it may be thought, ſprings all the Evil Plants 


and Weeds that grow in the Vineyard of Trade 


and Navigation. | 5 
Two difficulties lie in the way if it be Impar- 


tially handled. Firſt, that of a Council of Trade, 
which may not always be Infallible ; and the leſs 
ſo, if their Experience in Trade, bares not ſome 
proportion with their greater Judgments in 
other things. 


I had the honour to be by when a great Mi- 
niſter (ſo in all Reſpects) diſcourſing with a 
Noble Lord, who aſſerted things in Trade that 
Wanted a Foundation. His Grace ſaid, I fear 
my Lord you are miſtaken, for Knowledge in 


Now 


/ 
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Now if it ſhould happen that in Writing of 
Trade, Experience ſhould be brought againſt 
the Opinion of a Council of Trade, it might ſeem 
to Arraign their 5 which to avoid, 
I will pats by that Province and come tothe other 
Difficulty, which is a general Opinion taken up. 
by Men of the beſt judgments : that Treatiſes of 
Trade art of little uſe, as proceeding from Men 
of Invention, without the leaſt — or Ex- 
perience of what they write. | 
This Conſideration hath for ſome Years ſtopt 
my Pen, and though my former Endeavours of 
this kind, met with a general Approbation, yet I 
have with difficulty been prevailed upon to 
Engage a ſecond time. ki 1 
But my Friends have turn'd my own Artillery 
upon my ſelf, telling me that the greater the 
miſtakes are which come abroad, the more oc- 
caſion there is for 3 ſet them right; 
and among other things, I think this might be 
dne: that no Tract Relating to Trade or Navi- 
gation, ſhould be admitted to the Preſs, but 
what had firſt the Sanction of a Council of 
Trade, made up of ſuch as have more then the 
Broad-Seal to qualifie them. But Treatiſes on 
that Subject, becauſe ſeldom Writ by Men of 
Learning, are paſt over without: Inſpection, 
upon Suppoſition that Mechanical Notions will 
not diſturb the Publick ; but with Submiſſion 
1 fear they may : The Majority of the Nation 
are concern'd in Manufacturies, Trade and Na- 
vigation; and wrong Notions put into their 
Heads, 8 them off from their own Ex- 


-*rienced Methods, and carry them into Pro- 
jects 


we ſee by Con 
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| jets, and other Countries to try their fortunes. 
A loſs not ſeen, though creeping on the Nation, 
and of the moſt fatal conſequence. The Bodies 


of Men being under God, the Strength and 
Treaſure of a Nation : and yet I believe there 
is no People under Heaven leſs conſider it then 
we of theſe Kingdoms. . 1 
Now as I believe crude and indigeſted No- 
tions on Commerce, &c. Should not be per- 
mirted abroad. So on the other hand, I think 


it of great uſe to have the Manage of our Ma- 


nufactures, Trade and Navigation every day 
conſidered. | 
I muſt own to me it ſeems as neceſſary, 


-as for a General of an Army to con- 


ſider his Marches, and thoſe of his Ene- 
mies : we are the ſame in our Trade and Na- 
vigation. Our Neighbours, as well Friends 
as Enemies, Oy day moving upon us 
in their Manufactures, Fiſhing and Navigation. 
I ſuppoſe this cannot be denyed by our wits, 
who nauciate e of Trade: If then 

Its and Methods in Commerce, 
our Neighbours have got, and we loft the beſt 
part of our Trade; is it not reaſonable that 
we ſhould every day mind their Motions, and 


0 


enlarge oùr on? 


I perſwade my ſelf, that he who leaſt conſiders 
this matter would be very angry, and doubt 
his Rent if he ſaw his Tenant quit plowing, 
buy his Corn of his Neighbour, and ſpend his 


time in making fine Gardens, ſetting of Flowers, 
c. This needs no Explanation to ſuch as 1 
deſign it. 5 a 


But 
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But then to come to the Queſtion, 'who are 
moſt. proper to be heard ? and (I may add) to 
be Judges in matters relating to Trade ? 

I do not think this was ever a Queſtion in 


any Kingdom but ours, nor here many Reigns; _ 


though of late Years, we have not ſeen 
Numbers even in Publick Imployments, choſe 
for their Qualifications in the Poſts they are 
put, I mean in Civil Imployments ; for Military, 
etter Conduct hath been uſed. But in Trade 
and the Revenue, which paid for all, there hath 
been other meaſures taken for Reaſons not to 

be mentioned : but whether ſuch Manage- 
ment advances either Trade or the Revenue, 
1 ſubmit to judgment; and end this Section 
with this, that they who have had the largef 
and longeſt practice in Trade and Manufattory, 
are che beſt Judges how it. may be kept and im- 

prov'd. And I am alſo perſwaded, that the Na- 
tion is in no {mall danger in this Caſe. 1 
The Wiſeſt of Men tells us, the Oppreſſion of 
the Poor is like a ſwelling Rain, when they come 

to want, they level all before them. 5 
It is eaſier to prevent than reduce an Tnſur- 
rection, and there is none ſo dangetous as that 
which hath no Weapons but Teeth Our Laws 
are ſaid in ſome Caſes to allow Impunity to 
thoſe that ſteal for Food in Extremity of Hun- 
ger: and ſhould ſuch an Army enter Cities and 
Towns, nothing but an Army of Turks would 
Engage them; Eng'iſhmen would Relieve not 
Deſtroy their Brethren ; but it muſt be owned, 
our Charity and Compaſſion out-runs the wiſer 
Conduct of other Nations, pardon the _— 
| ſion, 
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BM fion, ile Charity is as much to be condemned | 

as Lale Beggers, for indeed it makes them. : 
If we look into the practies of other | 

we ſhall find them joyn Art with Nature, Chil- 

| | TX to work, ſo that botk grow tagether,rů„ 


ted by 5 one Command of Divi- | 


} . ” 
12 . * * . 
5 ayes et Lat will not work, neither let him 
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Whether Projects to ſupply Money ſeems the 


' moſt likely way to bring Gold or Silver 
Kingdoms or rather the readieſt 


into the 
way to carry it out, 


=O Write againſt Projecta, Stock-jobbing, 
c. In an Age of Projects, is like ar- 


1 guing againit Tranſubſtantiation in 
Reme; However, I go on with my Principles 


of * that which I think to be the Intere 
of the! 6 
ſome ſervice to put better Heads upon the 


| thoughts of that which ſo much concerns us. 


I cannot think but conſidering Men ſee we 


want better Conduct then we have now in the 

Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and > 

Particularly in that relating to inging in 
ng * 


Butltro or. to be pleaſed with the noiſe of 


— tame ran 


Forreign Imports that adds nothing but Fewel 
to the Exceſs of our Luxury and Expence, is 
evidence of a Prodigal, but not a provident 
—.- F 


But to come to the queſtion : whether Pro- 
jectoral Money by Notes or any other way to 
anſwer the uſe of Money in Specie, be the way 

. ves to 


ation, and if I miſtake, yet it may do 
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to bring Bullion into the Kingdom, or rather 


| | on way to carry it out? 


wing anſwer to this Querie, I ſhall bs 
obig 8 to claſh, not only with the Opinion, but 
the Practice of the times; for which I give chele 


| Reaſons following. 


Firſt, 1 believe that nothing with Nan | 
Bullion but that Which is more valuable 
abroad (where it is to be had) than the Gold 
and Silver we have from them; ' z 

Now I. do not believe that Exchequer Bills 
or Melt Tickets, would purchaſe Gold and 
Silver in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, becauſe they 
can neither Wear nor Eat them. However, 
they are of uſe here in time of want of Money, 
as private Mens Bonds are to one another. But 


thoſe Men who ſupport their Trade by ſuch 
credit, do it with great diſadvantage to thoſe 


that deal with ready Money, and ſo it may be 


thought may the Public. 
But it may be faid that the Nation loſes 
nothing by it, ſince whatever Extraordinary 


Rates the Government gives, for what they 


buy, goes nmong our ſelves : if it were fo, as 
I ſhall prove it is not, yet 1 think it a misfor- 
tune to the Publick in general; for by this 


means, Taxes are increaſt as much, at leaſt, 


as the Government pays more then ready 
Money would purchaſe without their Bills. 
Secondly, Expedients aud Inventions to find 
out that which ſhall anſwer, ſpecie of Gold and 
Silver,brings in none, bur hinders and prevents 


8 * ning in in. 
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It is a common and approv'd Proverb, that 


_ neceſſity is the Mother of Invention. It is in 
the nature of Man to take up with that which 
comes in with moſt eaſe : as it is in particular 
Men, ſo it may be in Government; and if a 


quire of Paper can do the work of 500, oo 


pounds, the firſt is eaſier got than the latter. 


If nothing could be found to ſupply the want 


of Money but Gold and Silver, every Man's 
head and rap would be ſet to work to bring it 
in, and that muſt be by Labour, Manufactures, 
Navigation and tre 
A Cargoe of Project 

the Globe, would not pay Seamens wages. That 
Country is ina Dropſey that ſwells and looks big 


6 a 
s were they ſent round 


with its Diſeaſes, as all Expedients for Money 


4 


are; and if continued long, Mortal. 


This» may be Explain'd to every Under- 


ſtanding, but I think Remedies are better then 
Remarks, and therefore ſhall ſay no more then to 


lay it before thoſe in whoſe power it is to help 


us. ; ed : 

Secondly, Projects to ſupply the uſe of Mo- 
ney brings in no Bullion, but like Fonas's 
Sourd, quick in its Production, withers in a 


Night, and leaves thoſe that truſt to them to 


the want of ſhelter in a Day. 


Projectoral Money is a Delluſion to that 


Nation that uſes it, and of the worſt conſe- 
quence, becauſe it plays away the Induſtry of 
the People. | 5 
It is familiar in Converſation amongſt Trades- 
men, that they had as good ſit ſtill as labour 
for Paper : one time or other that ma yrfail, 
5 . the 
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the Bank once did ; ſuch Reflections as theſe, 


dwarf Trade and Manufacture, ſtart unlucky 
Queries, and makes untoward Similes. 


Indeed it ſeems a Miſtery, if a Kingdom hath 
not more then Twelve Millions of Coyn in it, 
how it ſhould pay Sixteen Millions, but that 
it circulates, and fo is not immediately diſcernꝰd; 

yet in time it will eat out the Capital, if ways 


and means are not found to bring in Bullion, 

and lay aſide every thing that pretends to an- 

wei me a · ˙ ß Se 9 2 
Fourthly, Expedients to anſwer the uſe of 


5 Money, carries out of the Kingdom the Silver 


Specie. | 
I remember it was for ſome time a Contro- 
verted Point, whether the advanced Names of 


and Gold, and leaves only the Notional 


our Coyns, were not an advantage to the Na- 


tion, and would not bring Money into the King- 


dom? yet that miſtake is now underſtood by 
the  meaneſt capacity; ſo do I believe a little 


time will ſhow that Paper Credit hath carried 
out more of our Gold and Silver, then all our 
other Traffick, though we ſent too much abroad 


other ways. 


That Paper Credit, under which name may be 
re:koned any thing Transferable on Publick 
Funds, draws out of the Kingdom great Sums 


of Money, appears in purchaſing Naval ftores 
for which the Nation pays perhaps 20 per Cent. 
more then the Commodities would coſt, - were 


they purchaſed with ready Money, and that 


carried out by Forreigners. 


We cannot think that all our Imports, eſpe- 
3 6 $ _ cially 


Sc. I believe it would be a moſt amazing Ac- 
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cially from the Baltick, are on Engliſhmens 
— v 0 SO 
No Merchants whither Native or Forreign, 
when they deal with the Publick on Credit,have 
three Accompts that they make up in one. 
_ Firſt, they charge the Original coſt with an 
Aditional charge of profit, and always ſome- 
thing more then in dealing with private Perſons. 
Then they charge Intereſt for the time they 
give, and that mult be double to anſwer their 
delays and the ſeveral doors they are to paſs 
ron. Fo PT 
© The laft, and not the leaſt charge Merchants 
put upon Publick Credit, is, what we call a 
Premio, for inſuring the Accidents of Publick 
Credit : all theſe three Particulars put toge- 
ther, make a great Article in the Publick Ac- 
compts, which in my humble Opinion might 
be ſaved; for why ſhould there not be as good 
Conduct for the Publick, as there is in Pri- 
vate Contracts betwixt Man and Man. I hear 
bur of one Reaſon, and that is not to be ſpoke 
of but by them that can condemn it. A Parlia- 
ment. Mi el es „„ 
Secondly, Paper Credit carries out of the 
Kingdom great Sums of Money that Forreig- 
ners receive for Intereſt, and buying Tallies 
count, if the Intereſt Money and Sale of Pub- 
lick Credit were brought into a Sum Total: 
when I name the Sale of Publick Credit, I mean 
how much they were ſold for leſs then their 
value; for what ever Mens Fears or Neceſſities 
may force them to, Publick Funds by Parliament 


A 


. 
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to pay Intereſt, where will be t 
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are as good ſecurity as any Lands in England, 
for we hold our Eſtates no longer then we are 


governed by Laws, and Acts of Parliament are 


ſuch. 3 „ 

But to come to the great Loſs the Nation is 
under by this Traffick of Forreigners; for how 
ever it appears in Engliſh hands, it is verywell 
known by ſome to be the leaſt part of their 


Accompt, and what ever is got by this Trade 
is carried out of the Kingdom. :. 


Tis true, they leave their Principal here as 
long as they find Funds to place it on, but they 


have already carried out of their Intereſt, G. 


more then their Principal; if it ſhould then 
be found that the Nation. hath ſo long lived 
upon borrowing, that their Js a is gone 

e Remedy ? 
We need go no further then our Neigh- 


| bouring Kingdom Jreland, to ſhow the Nelu- 
| fron of being Rich with other Mens Money. 


After the laſt War, when the Coin was 


brought to a ſtandard in England, it was raiſed 
about twenty per Cent above it in Ireland, upon 
- which Jreland filPd with Money more then they 
has uſe for: but as ſoon as Guineas fell from 
twenty ſix to twenty three, and other Coins in 


3 they who tumbled in their Money 
fore, carried it out as faſt, and left Ireland. 
as it is, thus Poor to a Proverb and ſo it will 
fare with any Country that fancies it ſelf Rich 
with borrowed Money. ith ITE cn 

I have ſometimes thought it would be as 


good ſer vice to the Nation, to ſhow them the 
vaſt Sums that hath been paid for Intereſt, as it 
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24 ESSAYS o TRADE. 
was to King James the Firſt, to ſhow him the 
Money told out that he gave a Courtier, which 
fo ſtartled him, that he bid the Treaſurer give 
but one heap, it was enough -* © 
I have ſeen a Computation, and I believe it 
right, but it is ſo prodigious a Sum, that I feat 
to name it, as I do the conſequence of ſuch 
deſignes; but tis hoped, the great Council of 
the Nation will enquire into this matter, which 
if they do, I preſume- there will be an end 
put to that Traffick, and perhaps, ſomething 
more then letting ſuch a Criminal go without 
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garbling. VVV 
Our Laws which make us the happieſt Peo- 


ple in the World, are ſevere againſt Cham- 
Parties. I wonder it reaches not to thoſe 
that buy Publick, as well as Private Debts. 
It is Extortion to take above ſix per Cent. 
Incereſt from a Subject, but from the Publick 
If a Private Man finds himfelf wronged by 
his Steward, he makes him refund, does not 
turn him out of one Imployment and puniſh 
LS a next En EI EE 
Theſe things in my poor Judgment, de- 
ſerve the Deſection of a Parliament; and then 
the Publick Credit would be Superiour to any 
Private, and that would fave the Nation a 
fifth part of their Taxes, and-ſtop the ſtream 
that carries out our Gold and Silber. 
UI end this Section as I intend by all the reſt, 
to propoſe nothing but what I think can be 
Demonſtrated pradicable ;as I do here, that 
there is a way to Imploy the Poor in our Ma- 
RI I <9 
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25 ESSHTS on TRADE. 
nufactures, Navigation and Fiſhing ; and they 
will be a ſolid foundation to the Nation, both 
for Treaſure, Security, and bringing Meng 
thoughts from Imaginary Notions, place them 
upon real Imployments for the Por. 
That would be the true Philoſophers ſtone, 
turn your burthen into a Treaſure ;' the Bodies 
of Men are fo, if imployed, and beyond that 


of Silver and Gold, becauſe by their labour it 


is purchaſed, and by their numbers ſecured. 
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Whether our Trade, though in outward ap- 
pearance much more than it was in the 
Reign of King Charles the II. brings in 


«. 


| as much Bullion as it then did, 


# VHIS Queſtion is anſwered with good 
Authority, that of the Mint: and in 
chat Acount we fend, as it was laid be- 
fore the Parliament in the Year 1675, that there 
Vas decreaſed in the Coin from 1657, to the 
Year 1675, 5,291,009: 19: 4. Since that time 
our Mint hath been little better than a ſme Cure, 
until it was imploy'd in the Coining, as well 
the Plate as the clip'd Mony of the Kingdom; - 
and however ſome may magnifie our Riches, by 
PPP eig 
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26 ESSAT S TRADE. 
eight Millions being Coin'd: I think it ſhews 


the Nakedneſs of the Land, for by the general 
obſervation tis computed that of other Silver, 


there is not above one Million, and of Gold be- 
tween two AAüthſermene . 
If this eſtimate be tight, and there never was 
a better opportunity to make it by, than the 
calling in of all thę clipt Mony in England, there 
is not in the Kang 12000000 of Money, for 
the computation is not made of the Paſſant Mo- 
ny in the Kingdom, which would be as Imaginary 
as the number of Acres in the Land of the Moon. 
But for this eſtimate, there is a better Foun- 
dation. „ . ä 
If this then be our Capital, it is apparent our 
Trade is Conſumptive, decays inwardly, and 
though for the preſent it may have a fair ſhew, 
I think it, may be de monſtrated that the conti- 
nuance of fuch a Trade as we have had for ſome 
Vears paſt, would in a few Years more bring 
us to be as Rich, without Gold and Silver, as 
They are good Patriots of their Country, who are 
without Religion or Morals, both of which are 
as eſſential to the Bleſſings of this World as that 
to came. „ TFH n 
But to look a little into this Wonder, for ſo it 
may be thought, ther a ſpot of Ground fuller 
for its proportion, of Treaſure; than both the 
Indies, the Nature and uſe of them ſuch, that 
our Neighbours cannot ſubſiſt without them, and 
that we thould be ſo improvident to Truck away 
like Indians, our better than Geld and Silver,for 
Toys and Trifles | 4+ © ty 
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I)uhis I call a Wonder, and that it is lo, give 
me. leave hut to name ſome of the product of 

our Iſland, which may be reaſonably. ſuppoſed 


more than ſufficient to ballance all the vanities 
and Luxuries of a wanton Pegple, and yet have 
enough to make us the Richeſt People in Europe. 
Imean ſo in Bullion, for That we have now more 
Reaſon than ever to mind, it being the ſine ws of 
War, and the Powder all Nations fight with. 
I begin with that we dig out of the Earth, 
Tin, Lead and Coals, a quarter of this might ba 
thought too much to be diſpos'd of for Wines, 

and another Trade to be conſidered hereafter; 

to this of our Native product is that of our 


r Woollen Manufacture, Leather, Proviſions, Corn, 
d Butter, &c. To which we may add the Profit 
. | of our Foreign Plantations, Ben $a indeed all 
. we have left of our Marine T; Feet, except the 
1 Turkey-Trade, that brings in clear Gain to the 
g Nation. . „„ ! 
8 Tis true we have another Country, but what £ 
e to call it is a Queſtion, whether a Province, 
e Kingdom or a Plantation, that lies very near us, 
t and might be made as profitable as any part of 

the Engliſh Dominious; but it ſeems rather kept 
t by ſome Men for Uſes, of which in another 
2 ace. r 6e! 
> This Account which I here ſhow but in little, 
t is. ſuch matter of Fact as would aſtoniſh any o- 
. ther Nation: That out of ſuch immenſe Trea- 
q ſure, growing whether Men will or no, we 
ſhould not ſave as much as the Box does in 
-” Ep If 
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If we had laid up or kept in the Kingdom 

but half a Million Sterling per Annum, ſince the 

Reſtauration of Charles the Second, as by a right 
Conduct in our Trade much more might have 

been laid up; our Treaſure would have been 
more formidable to our Enemies, fince the 
Aphoriſm is chang'd, not the longeſt Sword, but 
the longeſt Purſe, Conquers. N 

But to return to the Queſtion. Whether our 
Trade be as profitable to the Nation as it was 
in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt. 
By this Account it appears we every Year de- 

. Eline in our Coyn, and yet it cannot be denyed 
but we advance in our Exports: It is incredible 
how vaſt the exports of Lead exceeded former 
Ages, moſt of hols Years our Coinage abated. 

1 was computed that there was more Lead 
exported from the Year 166, to the Year 1678, 
than was in a Hundred Years before, and in 
ſome proportion was the exports of Coals. _ 

The Woollen Manufacture indeed for ſome 
Years after the Reftauration abated conſiderably, 
yet for Ten Tears paſt, it hath advanc'd, not- 

e eee rhe War. But there ſeems reaſon 
to fear our being beat out of great part of that 
by the Swedes, Danes, &c. who have found a 
way with their own courſe Wooll, and a mix- 

ture of the Scotch and Our own, to make a courſe 
ſort of Cloth that ſupplies the uſe of Ours: but 
of this more particularly when we come to com- 
pare our Exports and Imports: In the mean 
time I ſhall cloſe this Chapter with the Account 
that was taken by Order of the Government of 

1 | all 
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this Accompt, 
proper for an Eſtimate as the Vears following, 
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all the Exports and Hnports of England, from 
Michaelmas 97, to Michaelmas 98. Which 


_ ſtands thus, 


The Exports that Year is valued at, | 
| 109 10, 7. 5 
The Imports for that Year are valued at, 
45 7325 360, 055 6. „„ 


Now by this Account the Nation muſt gain 
1,628,748, 05, which if it did, this Kingdom 


would be like Solomon's, have Silver as plenty as 
the Stones of the Street. 


i * 


But there is another way of counting that 


will bring down this Accouut, and the ballance 


on the other ſide, great part of which comes not _ 
in the Cuſtom-houſe Books, as no prohibited 


Goods can, yet to the great prejudice of the 


Nation they get in, and perhaps when the Par- 


liament ſhall think fit to look into Trade, the 
. Chief of our Laws of prohibition will be found 


defective; and till that be done, theſe. Kingdoms 


| will be looſers in their Capital, how ever bulky 


their Trade in 8 may ſhow : and even by 
though I think that Year not ſo 


yet by that account it ſeems we are conſiderable 
looſers by our Trade, aud that if ſome Extraor- 
dinary meaſures be not taken, the Nation will 
fall into the Extremity of want of Money before 


they feel it. — IE 
l might give ſeveral particulars but ſhall only 


mention one, that of Forreign Money in our 


 Publick Funds; which ſome, whoſe Underſtand- 


ings 
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ings I cannot reach; tell us, is clear gain to 
the Nation, that we have ſo much ready Money 
brought into the Kingdom. Perhaps we may in 

reat part have Specie brought in for their Traf- 
fick in our Publick Funds; but what Intereſt do 
they receive and carry out of the Kingdom? 1 
fear it hath been for Vears paſt the greateſt 
drain to the Nation, and which if continued, 
will fink us under a fair Gale. wen 
But ſuppoſe here may be but five dr ſix Mil- 
lions of Forreign' Money, when that and the In- 
xereft is carried out of Po | | 
a great hole in our 12 Millions. I have heard 
when this has been Repreſented to Men, in whoſe 
province it lay to take notice of it, and whoſe 
Anſwer was, that theſe diſeoveries ruined the 
Kings Buſineſs. RY VVV 

It is ſaid by our moſt curious Enquirers into 
the Commerce of Publick Funds, that there hath 
been more then 12, ooo, ooo, carried out pf 
the Kingdom by Forreigners, gained in buying 
Tallies, Exchequer, and AMAault Tickets, _ 

This Trade I have thought like the Peſtilence 
that walks in Darkneſs, and have wondred that 
_ ſome of our Senators who were not concern'd 
in the Rapine, did not conſider of ſome way to 
ſtop, and enquire into that Trade, which Was 
Introduced: by theſe that found ways not ſafe to 
name; till there be a Diſpoſition in the Nation 

to inquire into Real miſtakes, we muſt give 
ſoft names to powerful Evils. 
Upon the whole, for Reaſons before given, 
it ſeems evident that the Trade of the Nation 
conſumes in the Vital part, that of Money, and 
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Kingdom, it will make 
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a very few Years in War, may, if former ma- 
nagement be · continued, carry out the Money 


of the Kingdom, and leave us. as the Romans 
found us, a Painted Nation without Gold and 


I fear we miſtake our Strength and Riches, 


neither of them lies in Men or full ftock'd Land, 


they are ſo far from being our defence, that they 


cannot move without leading ſtrings, Money. 


What could we do with our Heets and Ar- 
mies without it? we might fear, but have no 
Reaſon to truſt Force we cannot pay. Pray God 
this may not be our caſe, but it looks that way 
when Trade and Navigation is neglected. 
That the Taxes for the Poor, are greater then 


mn former Ages they were for the Crown, is 


matter of Fact; and however, we put the evil 
Day a far of: there is reaſon to fear our home 


Army of Poor, more then our Enemies abroad, 


and when tis too late, ſee our Error, in belie- 
ving the Nation full of Money, becauſe the 

Bank is ſo; though perhaps not half of it is 
ours; and the People Rich, becauſe Men in Of- 


fices, tumble in the Bags of Publick Taxes. 


If this be a right way of Computing the tre- 
{ure of the Nation, We are the Richeſt People 
of Europe; but if we look into the Country to 


hear what our png THEN and other Ma- 


nufacturers ſay, we ſhall find our ſelves the 
Poorelt ; when we are told by the Richeſt Clo- 
thiers, that though they looſe five Pounds 
Weekly by imploying the Poor, and pay Twenty 
Shillings a Week Tax to them, yet my ron 
„„ FD FTF 
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3 ESSATS on TRADE 
forc'd to imploy them, fearing they ſhould pull 


5 three hundred Pounds will purchaſe one, — 
8 they 


» 


down their Houſes if they did not. 


Upon the whole, I think the moſt infallible 


way of determining the queſtion, (whether our 
. preſent Trade brings in as much Bullion into 


the Kingdom, as it did in the Reign of King 


- Charles the Firſt) is by taking Accounts out of 

all the Pariſhes in the Kingdom, what was then 

paid to the Poor, and if it be found there was 

not then a fixth part paid of what is now, = 
en 


follows, the Trade of the Nation was thi 

more profitable then *tis now, for there was 
more People then, than now, and if they had 
not been Imploy'd, muſt have been more Poor. 
But there ſeems two ſpreading Evils that en- 


danger the Nation, and the more, becauſe they 
have powerful Friends. . 206 


+ 


One is the Extravagant Importations, which 
muſt not be ſpoke againſt, becauſe they advance 


the Cuſtoms, which I think want as much Re- 
gulation in Parliament, as any thing in Trade. 


The other is the number of Offices and great 
Sallaries, Perquiſites, &c. attending them. 


The firſt of theſe conſumes that Money the 
Gentry formerly ſpent, or imployed in their 


own Countries. S ů Ä 
The Second takes up both Men and Money, 
that formerly were imployed in Trade, Manu- 
facturies, and Navigation.. 
If you ask a Man that hath Sons, how he de- 


ſignes to diſpoſe of them? perhaps one for the 


Clergy, another for the Lam, and a Third for 
an Office ; if he hath not Friends, two or 
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1 they will tell you no Men live ſo well as they 
1 that have an Office. 3„%ͤͥ ᷑ -P! 
le In my poor Opinion, theſe things increaſe 
ur our Poor, it puts me. in mind of a Town I 
to ha ve ſeen, which was once a place of conſide- 
1g rable Trade by fiſhing, but loſing it, and the 
of People having no Imployment, fell into gaming 
n one with another, to that degree, that they 
as would play for the Meat in the Markets; and 0 
* being asked what they did that loſt all, anſwe- 
n red they went abroad to ſeek their fortunes. 
as TI hope that will not be the Fate of Engliſhmen, 
id yet how any People can long ſubſiſt that eat one 
r. another, I ſubmit to Judgement. 
— Officers to Collect Taxes there muſt be, but 
77 half the number and half the charge might be 
' faved- I think fo many Men would be a great 
h ſervice to Trade, that now live on other Mens 
e Labours. . | Ws 
2% Perhaps the great Council of the Nation will 
1 think fir to have the particulars of this matter 
at laid before them, and then it will be ſeen what 
2p an Army of Eaters we pay at home, and what 
* is done for it; I ſhould think no Men fo proper 
ir Judges of this, as the Parliament; they ee in 
bn their Reſpective Shires. and Towns what is 
7 done, when greater Men in London cannot; and 
1— doth not the Nation as well, truſt their Repre- 
n ſentives to ſee the laying our of their Money, 
7 as the raiſing it? If that had been done, the Na- 
ie tion obey would not have been ſixteen Mil- 
r lions Ferling in Debt, nor ſo many Men quit 
Ir the Trades they were bred to, that imployed 
a the Poor in Arts and Labour, and take up Of- 
ö fices and Imployments that make Poor, for ſo 
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* 


it will appear they do, who raiſe great Eſtates 
out of Imployments that fairly can but Feed and 
There is a Miſtery in theſe things fit to be in- 
quired into, and until that be done, the Body 
of the Nation can no more thrive than that of 
Man, when overſpread with Wens and Excre- 


ſſences; ſuch are thoſe unnatural growths of 


Men in Offices, that without Labour or Funds of 
their on, become bulkey in their Fortunes, when 

Men of good Capitals and conſtant Labour are 
e 7 095 Sr wk, 3 

There are no Men that grow extravagantly 
Rich by publick Imployments, but Cheat the 
Nation. Every Man payes his Quota in the 


| Taxes, which lies heavy on Trade and the In- 
duſtrious part of the Nation; and that may be 


one eauſe of ſo many running from their Trades 
into Offices, where the Gain is ſure, and Taxes . 
limited at moſt to a Fijth, when in Trade it 
may happen to be more than AI]. 

| Hoes the whole it ſeems reaſonable to be- 


lieve, that there cannot be ſo much Bullion 


brought into the Kingdom now, as when there 
was more in Trade. . 

It is againſt all experience, if a Country thrive 
where Offices exceed Trade, we need go no far- 


ther than Spain and Holland, the firſt Poor to a 
Proverb, the latter Rich to a Prodigie : in 


which the Sallaries from the publick never made 
a Man Rich, and in Spain few that ever were ſo, 
but by the Publick. 225 11 
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But England out · does them all, nor can it be 


equal d i in Story, what vw. Eſtates have been 
raiſed by Offices. 


When thoſe Streanis run into daher chansls, 
the Nation will be eas'd of their Poor, Trade 


| increaſe, Navigation be — and Every 
Hand imploy'd for the publick | 


nefic. - 
But when Government is aue, 4 7 rade, maar 
wil have no Government: 


© E SSA Y vt: 


The Advantage ind Poſſi bilit , of. 40 1 > 


Exceſs of our un in reign Comme: 


ditiet. 


15 is * Aisfortuiic to differ with tie. 
Men o 


weight in Trade, in my branch of 
ic, as I muſt in ſome other things, which 
perhaps nevertheleſs might be reconciPd,if there 
were as much care taken to conſult the Trade 
and Buſineſs of the Nation, as there is of its 
Diverſion, I hope I ſhall not be underſtood to 
declaim againſt Regulated Sperts, when I only 
wiſh e and Neglected Trade 

ht have as much of our Th oughts: 
begin with that of Wines, 7 in that we 
reſs two OT ; Firit in the Rates we pay: 
02 * 


4 


Nation, and the Wonder of our Neighbours: 


bt 4 Js . "ow," 
. e 
> ; 


onthe ? and ther in the exceſs. of our uſe of 
them, and in both theſe to the Reproach of our 


4 


and it is the more unhappy, ſince as we raiſe 
the Price of Foreign Commodities, they lower 


the Rates of Ours, and by that, beat Us from 


the Original Trade, which was at worſt to pay 
for Mines with our Manufactures; but mo 
commonly we had Mony to Boot. In my Fa- 


thers Time (who dealt much to Spain) the firſt 
Coſt of Sherry's ſeldom exceeded Twenty Pieces 
e a the Butt, and that of Canaries not Two 


Hundred and Eighty Ryz-ls Plate the Piece, and 
now the fir ſeldom goes under Forty, and the 
latter Eight Hundred. And in the compaſs of my 
own Knowledge, almoſt as great a Riſe has been 
on French Vine: The firit Cargoe I was con- 


cern'd in from Bourdeaux, we had the beſt Graes 


Wine for Twenty Four Crowns the Tun, which 
I have lived to ſee Currant at Forty Eight. I 


give theſe few Inſtances, which I think enough 
to denominate us amiſs in our Conduct in 
Trade. God. has given us Underſtandings at 


leaſt equal to other Nations; and a Country 


exceeding any in Europe for the Product of Na- 
ture and Scituation for Trade; and yet this, like 


the Fortune of a Debauch'd Heir, is conſu- 


med in Luxury, which might be thought worth 


the conſideration of the great Council of the Na- 


tion how to reſtrain. But this or any other thing | 
relating to the Trade of the Nation cannot bi 


nay une in an Hours Debate, but 
would be better prepar'd by a Council of Trade, 
whoſe ſole Buſineſs ſhould be to conſider and 

J e 
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_ digeſt all matters of Trade, ſo as to make them 


_ and intelligible to the Parliament. There 
Sing ſome times more harm done to Trade and 
Navigation by miſtaken Remedies, than by the 


 Malady that is deſigned to be'Cur'd. I fear 
we ſhall too ſoon ſee this confirmed in that 


which I may not mention. But to return to 
that of Wine. By what hath been ſaid, I pre- 
ſume it is apparent that there is great Damage 
done the Nation by the irregular manage of the 
Wine Trade; and that, if there were nothing 
elſe, is a weight on our Trade and Navigation, 
and would go a great way towards ſinking the 
Tieaſure of the Nation, eſpecially now that it 
is Imported in Foreign Ships, by which we are 
at all the Charge imaginable to gratify our Luxu- 
ry, and though we pay, counting the meaſure, 
double what we did when the Trade of France 


Was open for the Wine we Drink in lieu of the 


French Wine, yet we rather increaſe than abate 
our Conſumptions. I think there is a Reaſon 
for encouraging our Portugal Trade, in oppo- 
ſition to the French, but there will then beſeve- 


ral Regulations and Reſtrictions tobe made before 


we are plunged: over Head and Ears, into the 
delights of their Mines and other Curioſities. 
That may be done at the Introduction of a Trade 

which cannot when tis Eftablifid. 


The Portuguexe have wiſely laid hold of the 
Opportunity the former War put into their 
Hands to encreaſe their Vineyards; and we en- 
courage them by our exceſs: So that when tdere 
happens a Peace, England will be Bid for b 
both ſider, ſince both France and Portugal will 


Dy have 


I 
} 
1 
[2 
1 
44 
41 
11 
1 1 
i 
_ 1 
1 
. 
* 9 
1 4 
1 : 
it 
1 
* 
. 
1 
1 | 
EY z : 
_ 
+ I 
*% 
1 
* #4 a 
4 
1 
4 
_ 
4 1 
* 
* 
43 
1 
434 
[ 
> 3 
N 


wot 


de boy Bread for the Poor ; bur have known, 
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38 ESSAYS or TRADE. 
have Trinkets to pleaſe us: but if we were 
wiſe, we might make ſuch. a bargain, having 

dur choice to take or leave, as might at 


leaſt make the labour of our hands pay for the 
Gluttony of our Apperites, and if no more but 
that were done, it would make a great turn ta 
our Advantage in the Wine Trade. 


The next thing that I think we exceed in 


the Conſumption of, is Flanders Lace. I have 
been particular on it in my former Eſſays, ſo 
have the leſs to ſay here: All I ſhall add, is, that 
it ſeems as reaſonable to believe it, as practica- 


ble to quit that Extravagancy by a general con- 


ſent to preſerve a ſinking Nation, as upon the 
Death of a Prince, a Mode is eaſily introduc'd, 


People being leſs. apt to tranſgreſs a Faſhion, 


than a Law. | . 
I come next to a Conſumption that is in every 
Reſpect Foreign, that I mean, which is the 
Materials that makes Gold and Silver Lace. 
This Vanity waſtes the Treafure of the Nation, 
which if imployed on our own Product, might 
bring in as much Bullion as we conſume in this 
War; and if no more, that would be a confide- 
Table advance to the Stock of the Nation. 


le would be thought Lunatick, 'that cloth'd 


his Family in Cloth of Tiſſue, when at the ſame 
time he left not Money to buy them Bread. 

This ſeems to be our condition, there is not 
Money for the common uſe of the Nation, and 
therefore the Poor are not Imployed. I have 


never heard or ſeen that Gold and Silyer Orna- 


ments were uſed, where there was not Money 
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1 ESSAYS» TRADE. 33 
where ſuch Garments have been laid aſide for fear 
of the Mob, in a time of ſcarcity. I remember to 


have ſeen a Gentleman in France fore d to take 
Sanctuary, for but having Gold Lace on the 


Cape of his Cloak, in the Year 1657. 


This miſchief of Cold and Silver Lace is eafier 


. remedied then either of the former. I know not 
a a more Notorious Inſtance, after which 1 ſhall 


name no more,of our-improvidence in needleſs 


Expence of Forreign Imports, then that of 


I, Whale-bone and Fiſh: by this we may. be 


thought to exceed the lazy Iriſh, who are ſloth- 


ful to a Proverb, and we aye running into it to 
a Prodigy; that an Iſland whoſe ſecurity as well 
as Tres depends upon Navigation, ſhould 
be ſupplied by Foreigners out of their own 
Seas in one Caſe, and brought to the uſe of a 
Fiſh that is not poſſible to be ever ſupplied by 
their own Navigation is unaccountable; as that 
of Srock fiſh, of which we uſe quantities in our 


Victualling at Sea, for which we have nor ſo 


much as that ſlight Excuſe, the Vent of our Ma- 


nufacturies; for this is purchaſed with our Mo- 
ney, as moſt that we Import from Norway is, 


in which the Act of Navigation ſeems of good 
uſe, that ſo we may at leaſt ſave that Mone 
which elſe, would go away in Fre:ghts, thoug 
perhaps not conſidered by them who are againſt 


* 


that Bulwark of our Navigation. 
1 return to the other parts, that of Whale- 


oyl and Mhale- bone; this once ſo much our. 
Trade, as that we ſupplied other parts with 


thoſe Commodities, which nom, at treble the 
former Value we purchaſe from the Dutch and 
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45 ESSATS on TRADE. | 
Hamburgbers. That of double e Duty 


upon Fith, &c. taken and Imported by For- 
reigners, is not enough to retrieve a loft Trade, 
nor can I commend an after game in Trade; 
though tis ſaid to be good ar a game called 
Triſh, which Nation are too well vers'd in ma- 
naging of after gamer to the prejudice of the 
Prbteſtants of that Country, in greater matters 
r un 0,9 tt 11's 
I have hitherto only ſhown, and that but in 
part, (for it would make a Volume to enume- 
rate all) what Commodities we conſume of 
Foreign Imports, that do us prejudice for want 
p , een 6 
I now come to ſpeak of the e that 
Would ariſe to the Kingdom, by the abating 
their Exceſs and Gromth; and to do that, I con- 
ceive there will not need many words. The 
Maxim is thread bare, :hat no place can be Rich, 
where their Imports exceed their Exports; but in 
the Commodities afore mentioned, it is worſe 
then in other caſes, becauſe they are moſtly 
purchaſed With Money therefore as much as 
We abate in them, ſo much we eee ms in 
the Stock of the Nation - that Money which is 
To ſpent, would turn to great Improvement by 
the Imployment of the Poor. 
l have orten thought it a Vulgar Error, or at 
beſt, but part of the cauſe, that Neceſſity is the 
Mother of Invention in Manufactures. I rather 
believe that the abounding in Money in a 
Country, puts them upon Invention more then 
helpleſs Neceſſity; for my Opinion, I bring two 
Neighbouring Countries, in both which Lhave 
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' ESSA YS on TRAD E. 41 
been, and obſerved the common Peopf of each 
of them; the United Provinces in the Eaſt, and 


_ trdad inn Weſt ,,,, ogg 
The Firſt are allowed by all to be an Indu- 
ſtrious People, and we ſay it is a force upon 
them which makes them ſo, becauſe they 
could not otherwite lite ng) 

The Native Jriſh are under great neceſſities, 
notwithſtanding the plenty of that Country, 
and numbers Dye for want of Regular, and 

good Feeding, and Clothing, The Dutch, 1 

mean the Peaſantry and Labouring People, are 

Induſtrious, and grow Rich; the Jriſb are Idle 

and ſtarve. Now here is Neceſſity on both ſides, 
yet one periſh, and the other thrive : that then 

which makes the difference, is, that Holland is 
full oſ Money and Ireland hath very little, from 
whence I Infer, that where Money abounds, 

even the Rich Men are forced upon Invention 
to imploy their Money, and that gives Action 14 
to the Poor, and ſo it would be in this Kingdom 0 
if we had plenty of Money, for I do not think 
we have half of the Work done which there 

might be, if there were that plenty of Money 
that there is in Holland, and that we ſhall never 
have, until we abate our Expence of Foreign 
Imports; and when we do that, our Gentry 
may happily follow the Providence of all other 
Nations; lay out ſuch Money as muſt other- 
wiſe ruſt by them in the Imployment of Arti- 
ſans, and 725 will Increaſe our Manufactures, 
and enable us to afford them Cheaper abroad: 
and this brings me to another Error we are poſ- 
leſt with in England, which is, that the Dutch 


have 


35 


42 ESSAYS on TRADE. 
have the labouring part of their Woollen Manu- 
factories cheaper than we; but it is juft the 
contrary : they pay a Peny in the Shilling more 
than we, and yet Sell cheaper abroad, for which 
there are ſeveral Reaſons. FOE 
8 One is, that they have all Foreign materials 
=_ cheaper than we, as Oyles, Dying Stuffs, &c. 
"kg thoſe Poor People not being ſo wiſe as to la 
Duties upon thoſe neceſſary Importations whic 
improve their Manufactory, nor fo careful as 
we are to keep out Strangers, nor yet ſo juſt in 
maintaining Corporations in Old Antiquated 
Monopolies. Another Reaſon for their under- 
ſelling us, is, their plenty of Money; a Clo- 
thier there is not forc'd to give Twenty per Cent. 
as counting all things, many of them here are 
forc'd to do, but as ſoon as he has made a 
Piece of Cloth, whether he has a Chapman for 
it or not, he can have Mony upon it for a con- 
ſideration ſcarce to be felt. This having done 
with the Reaſons, which I take to be Demon- 
ſtrations of the Advantage it would be to this 
Kingdom to abate their expence in Foreign 
VVV 
It now remains that I ſhew the poſſibility of 
effefting ſo good a Work : And if I ſhould 
ſay no more but that it may be done by making 
Good Laws, I doubt I might not anſwer the Rea- 
ders expettation; and yet I muſt do little more, 
for that it is dangerous attacking United Force, 
there are Numbers ingaged in the preſent Pra- 
ice, and uſage, and ſuch I would not offend, 
nor do 3 to ſo great a Judgment as to lay 
down a Model for new Methods in Trade, _ 
| >; 5 ſo 
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fo many are concern'd of better Heads and Ex» 
perience than my felf ; but to them I would 
offer, whether there might not be a Regulation 
in the Canary Trade, ſo as to reduce it in ſome 
proportion to its former Rates? | 
Whether they believe that the Kingdom had 
not better be without their Wines, than pur- 
chaſe them with Mony, as in a conſiderable part 
we now do? , Wo, 
Whether there might not be a Regulation, 
or that which is better, a Prohibition of the 
Zant Trade? I am ſure it hath grown from a 
ſmall beginning to a moſt unaccountable Im- 
portation in that of Currans, they Raiſmg theit 
Prizes in that Country, and we parchaſmg them 
with ready Mony: nor is there that to be ſaid 
for this Commodity, as for the moſt of our other 
Extravagancies: Some we muft abate, and 1 
know of none that hath leſs to ſupport it chan 
hath this of Currans 1 
It is a Reproach to the higheſt degree to our 
Conduct in Trade, to ſuffer the Venetians to 
raiſe their Cuſtoms ſo often upon that Com- 
modity, and that for no Reaſon but becauſe 
_ ſee no bounds to our Luxury. Their Pro- 
verb being too true, Make things Dear and the 


8 En liſh will fetch them. 


hen I would ask whether the Rates of Por- 
tugal Wine might not be brought much lower, 
and whether, ſince it is a New Trade and Boon 
to them from us, we might not make our own 
Terms with them rather than they would loſe 
it ? And whether we have not good Reaſon to 
begin with them betimes, ſince the loſs is fo 
„ great 
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eat to the Nation, in paying great part Mo- 
5 for the Wines, and . or 1 be- 
ing the Carriers of it? 
© Trhink none will controvert that of the Fiſh- 
ai Trade, and that ſuch encouragement ſhould 
. be given as might beat out all Foreigner. 
And for that of Flanders Lace, Gold * Sil- 
ver Lace, a Tax dd it WO ſoon pur an end 
to that Vanity: 
And if there were no more Repolated but 
theſe things here mentioned, I am humbly of 
Opinion it would add greatly to the Trade and 
We on of the Kingdom. 
There is yet one thing more chat is covered 
ith- the Rags of the Poor, but until! ſee a 
Apen in the Nation to remove them, 1 3 
; think it vain to ſay more. OE ESA 
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EronkE ; come to enter uf nthis TY 
5 . an 540 into the firſt ſs 


not ban e 2 thoſe we have. "Nor can! 
blame thoſe 


ts Mayors and po bn of ee : 
2 of peace in Coun! ties; ; 1 can 3 M 


| poration is to act in hn matter of Rena: 
rey and ws 1. wn t of che Poor ef Mag 18 


with Pe eee F and ſome- 
thing of his own Tra 2 And Imploy ment, that 
it is ieult for him to know over Night what 
kart he. is to act next ROS whether #Judge 
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4 ESSAYS TRADE. 
on a Bench, a Gueſt, a Maſter of a Feaſt, a 
' Conſul in a Triumphal Shew, or dealing in his 
private Occupation with a Man in his Shop, or 
Counting-Houfe, who perhaps next Day he 
muſt puniſh for a Miſdemeanour; nor can a Man 
were he never ſo well qualified for Government 
in his Corporation, be able in one Year to put 
things in 3 or method for regulating 4 
Number of People, who by continuance of time 
ure tooted in ill Habits. e 
There is alſo another impediment that to me 
ſeems invincible, A Magiſtrate for a Tear, know- 
ing he muſt the next return to the Community, 
is loath to diſoblige any of his Neighbours, ſo 
that his work is to go Imoothly on his Year 
and think it his greareſt Honour to have it ſaid 
that in his Year no Body was diſturbed : For 
theſe and many more Reaſons that maybe given, 
1 do not think the Regulation 1 ſhall here pro- 
pole, is in the Power of rhe Magiſtrate ofa Cor- 
poration,” who I believe was at firſt deſigned 
more to pleaſe and Honour a Sociery, than to | 
put the meaneſt part of it on the Magiſtrate, as 
the Cuſtom! of moſt places have now made it. 
If were to oblige a Corporation, it ſhould be 
to load their Choice with Honour for his Year, 
and eaſe him of the-ruffer part of Government, 
for that there ſhould be one or more choſe for 
Life, ſomething like the Chamberlain of London; 
or rather a middle conſtitution betwixt that, 
and Sir Joſiah Child's Fathers of the Poor. 
Having en my Reaſons why. I think the 
chief Magiſtrate of a Corporation cannot Con- 
quer the difficulties that attend the reforming, 
e 


5 | {f / 
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or rather increaſing labour: I come to ſhow 
that there is the ſame difficulty, though from 
other cauſes in this Work, by FuStices of the 
' Pearg.in the Counties, EY OE, 

It is a familiar and common Proverb, that 
what is every bodies, is no bodies buſineſs and ſo 
it truly is in this caſe. 5 


* . . 


The Fuſtices may perhaps at their Quarter 
Seſſions make 5 ad have Rules and 
Orders made for Reforming ſome Abuſes, but 
when they are to be put in practice, or punifh'd 
for the neglect of them, then Gentlemen are not 
fond of the ſevere and troubleſome part; very 
willing they may be to have the thing done; 
but their Neighbour, in that at leaſt, they love 
as themſelves, and will be content he ſhall have 

all the Bleſſing of conſidering the Poor, and if 
the juſtice ſhift it off from him, ſo will the Conſta- 
ble as readily follow his Werſhips Example, 
and let the work drop out of his nHande. 

It muſt be a better Age then this we live in, 
that Publick Works find Managers Gratis. 

L have been told by ſome, that my method 
in my former thoughts on Trade, in giving no 
more then ſhort hints of practical things, hath 
been blamed by Men of better Underſtanding 
then my ſelf; but ſuch I hope will excuſe me, 
ſince it was in defference to their better Judg- . 
ments, that I did not preſume to preſcribe Rules, 
but rather put them in mind of what I did con- 


cCeive was wanting in the Trade and Commerce 


of a Kingdoſm, that ſeems to be falling into 
the greateſt of Judgments, that of being forſa- _ 
ken of its Inhabitants the neglect of imploy- 
e | N | ing 
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_Feople. 5 1 . | 
To this of imploying the Poor,there are many 


parts to be conſidered, and fince I find it would 


be acceptable to be particular, I ſhould be more 
ſo, but have always thought it a preſumption 
for any ſingle Man, much more for me to lay 
down the Models of Trade and Commerce; 
The Foundation of which I take to be the In. 


ployment of the Poor, and that I think is a Work 


that requires the Conjunction of the beſt heads 
to Frame and Modelize. * 


I cannot omit ſaying, when ever it comes in 


my way, that though ry nes is preferrable to 
any part of the World for Trade and Naviga- 
tion, yet it wants Regulation in both; and this 
brings to my Remembrance, a Diſcourſe I had 


once with the late Duke of Ormond on the Trade- 


of Jreland, for which his Grace had good Inten- 
tions : This Diſcourſe kappened when we had 
War with France; my humble Opinion was 


contrary to moſt Mens, in this, that I thought 
there was no way to improve the Trade of 
theſe Kingdoms ſo much as by Naval War, and 


did inſtance Briſtol, which had its firſt conſide- 
rable riſe in Trade, by its Privateers in the War 


with Spain; and that I did believe, if Ireland 


did ſer out an hundred Privateers againſt the 


Dutch and French who then were in League; at 


the end of the War they would have thrice the 


Number of Merchant Men, when as then there 


Was not Five Ships of burthen and force belong- 


ing to that Kingdom. His Grace agreeable to 


his eaſie admittance, put an end to the diſcourſe 


with 


ing them is the readieſt way to bring upon 4 


. 


1 
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with a Jeſt, you would make 4 good Privy Councile 
lour to a Merchant King; I beg pardon for this 
Digreſſion, and rerutn to What brought me 
into it, that is, to offer what I conceive. might 
be uſeful to forward this Propoſition, of imploy- 


ing and providing for all ſorts of Poor of this 
Kingdom, and that which perhaps I may not 
be commended for, to increaſe their number:; 
for that nothing can enlarge our Manufactures, 
"Fiſhing and Navigation, but ſuch who, are 
diſtinguiſhed from the Rich by being. Mecha- 
nicks; ſo are they from Vagrant Poor by being 
Induſtrious; and theſe. 1595 to be the Favou- 
rites of the Nation, not the Contempt of 1dls 
That ſo great, I had almoſt laid, the greateſt 
-concern of rhe Nation, the diſpoſe of the Poor 
| ſhould be left to the Conduct of a Veſtry in the 
Legiſlative, and the Beadle of a Pariſh in the 
Executive part, is unaccountable. Thoſe, hands 
that ate held out for Alnis,of Braſs in the ſtreets, 
might be made the beſt Inſtruments to bring 
Gold into our Houſes, if there: be, as we are 
told, Six Hundred Thouſand” Poor that, tho? 
now Idle, might be imployed in the Kingdom 
Two Pence a Day for each would Amount to 
more then a Million fferling a Year; and yet 
allow a great part of cheir time for Eaſe and 
LANNY, w » 45 tie aids 5. 
This would be a great Addition to the Trea- 
ſiure of the Nation, and why this ſhould not be 
in Fact, I can find 'o Reaſon, but becauſe we da 
not try. To me it ſeems poſſible, and were it un 
der Conſideration; I ſhould with — to 
WT etter 
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better Judgments, ſhow how; and methinks 
"*tjs an Experiment worth the Tryal, ſince it 
will put the Nation to no charge: ping IT 
And that I may keep to my Rule of putting 
nothing abroad, but what I believe Reaſons may 
de given for ; I ſhall here lay down What leads 
me into the Opinion, that there is little if any 
care taken in theſe Kingdoms for a due Provi- 
ſion for the Poor, or the Increaſe and Proviſion 
for the Bodys of Men; and in doing this, I 
ſhall compare ours with the practice of other 
—— F 
1 begin wich that which began with the 
World, Marriage, which was accompanied with 
the firſt Command to Adam, Increaſe and Mul- 
tiply, and to our great Reproach, not ſo well 
_ obferved by us, as it was in the earlier Age of 


- % 7 " 


” $.-7 


0 
the World. 3 9 
We know who changed the Religion of their 

Country, for obtaining a Wife for his Son; and 

the great Argument uſed, they ſhall be our 

| * 9 and will live with us: our Manage is 
not ſo, when we by Oblite Cuſtoms prohibit 

Marriage in the greateſt part of the Nation. 
The Poor, how are ſuch hunted out of a Pariſh 
if they Marry, and cannot give Security, that 
the Pariſh ſhall not be burthened with their 
Children. JJ 
Io me it feems the moſt unaccountable Ma- 
nage in this Kingdom, and I believe not in uſe 

in any other part of the World, 
The Romans who Conquered the World, had 
other Sentiments then we have, believing. thar 

they could have no greater Treaſure chen 2 
. 1 85 Bodies 
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Bodies of Men, as may be ſeen by the Law 
Julia and Papia, giving many Immunities and 
Priviledges, to ſuch as had many Children; 
and obliged all Men to take ives; none 
-excepred;  - | 
Furins Camillus, when Cenſor of Rome was 
Honoured by che People for the Law he made 
coticerning Marriage, by which he was faid - 
keep the Common-wealth in its ſtrength and 
greatneſs, which otherwiſe would have decayed. 

The Wiſdom of the Romans was as much ſeen 
by Increaſing their Numbers at home, as b 
leſſening their Enemies abroad. 

I think Plato was in the Right, when he ſaid 
that the great Work of the ſtate was, how to 
Increaſe their nn, the little one how to 


govern them. 
Nothing makes Kingd oms add Commons. 


_ wealths, Mighty » Op — and Rich, but mul- 


titudes of People tis Crowds brings i in In- 
duſtry, we need 20 no furcher then Holland for 
demonſtration ; and then Ireland to ſhow a * 
- plentiful Country thinly planted, Iucourages 
and Supports Idleneſss. 
To make fuchLaws and Proviſions for Imploy- 
ments of the Poor, 43 might decently maintain 
them, would be agreeable to the Law of God, 
as I have in{tanc'd in another place. Thou ſhalt 
provide for the Poor, and it followed there was 
no Begger in Iſrael. 
I do not think thoſe to whom that com- 
mand was given, underſtood by it, that the 
Poor ſhould not Marry: then there would be 


no Beggars if there was no Increaſe. 
| E 2 We 
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We out-do the Egyptian Cruelty, for they 


{Drowned the Male Children of the 1ſrae'ites, 


. becauſe they feared them as Enemies; but we 


hinder the Increaſe of our own People, as if 


we feared having too many, and bythat 
means want Mouths to eat up our own product, 
and ſo become Plow-men for Holland, and Dary 
Men for Spain, whilſt they would admit us; 
however it may pleaſe us, it is better to Export 


our Proviſions, then looſe them ; yet with ſub- 


miſſion I think, it ſhows an Improvident Peo- 
ple, that have ſo many thouſand Poor, who 
might by their Labours Earn, and ſo eat our 


- Proviſions, and inſtead of ſending them out, 


Export Manufactures, and that would bring in 


double to the Nation, what our Proviſion doth. - 


Nature never made any People Rich, *tis 
Labour and Art that doth it, and they are the 
Wiſeſt who choſe the moſt profitable Imploy- 
ments. Now no Man will ſay that of the Plow 
is ſuch, yet to be encouraged for our own ſupply, 
but I cannot think it reaſonable to be enlarged 
for others: we might imploy our ſtrong Engliſh 
Bodies upon the Sea, they would fetch in more 
to the Nation by Plowing that Element, then 

by that of theLand ; and this we might do if care 


was taken to Imploy and Increaſe thoſe that we 


3 and indeed are, a Burthen as we uſe 
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ESSAY. Tx. 


That the 2 Manufactory of England 
would be greatly inlarg d by e 7 


Provifh ons. 


HE Commodities from the Eafi-Indie 
evince this Truth by their Cheapneſs, 
for which there can no Reaſon be given 

but the cheap living of the Indians; the value 


of one Penny a Day feeds one of them, and three 
Pence will not one of our People. 


Now though it is not poſfible, either to bring 
our People to ſo ſparing a Diet, nor yet our 


Proviſions to ſo low a Rate; yet ſomething may 


be done in the latter, to out-do any in Europe, 
except Ireland; and that may be made uſe of 
to help us in this matter: That Kingdom is, or 


ſhould be, a Member of our Body, but we 'uſe 


it rather like an Excreſſence than a Natural 
Limb. But to return to the Proviſion for the 


Poor in the Woollen Manufactories; one great 
part of it is Spinning, and by that Imployment a 


Moman cannot Earn above 2 d. a Day, which 
will not * her Bread and ſmall Beer, fo that 
E 3 having 
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having nothing for Lodging and Cloaths, wha: 
miſerable conditions muſt tuch poor Creatures 

be in! who though willing, cannot live by their 
Labour: Of theſe are our Streets fill'd in the 
Begging Trade, that being the more 
Imployment, wherein *tis hard if they do not 
pet thrice. as much as they do by work, yet the 
anufactories are crampt abroad, by being 
under- ſold both by the French and Dutch. Now 
though we cannot abate the Rates of Spinning, 
yetwe may encourage it to enlarge the quan- 
tities; and for all other parts of the Cloathing 
Trade, the Rates might be lowered if Provifions 
were Cheaper : and it would. amount to a vaſt 
Sum if but a Penny a Day were taken off every 
Mans Work, which might eaſily be done if 
Proviſions were lowered in proportion, and kept 
as they are now; but the misfortune of our 
Conduct among other things in Trade, is, that 
we make no Proviſion for a time of Scarcity. Beef 
may be as now perhaps at 2 d. a Pound, and 
then our Manufactures are Cheap; another Vear 
| Beef may be at 4 d. a Pound, and then out Ma- 
nufactures are Dear, and we by that means looſe 
our Markets abroad : for that the Dutch who 
truſt not to their own product, keep always 
Stores by them, ſo that *tis hard to diſtinguith 
betwixt a plentiful and a ſcarce Harveſt. They, 
as at this time, fetch our Corn, and we give 
them (for ſo it is in Effect) Mony to take it, by 
the allowance given for Exports, of Corn; and 
perhaps the next Tear we fetch hack that Corn 
at double the Rate we Sold it for : if this be not 
an Error in Trade, I confeſs I know none, mo | 
175 en eee 4 
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that our miſtakes in Trade are not more than 
they are, ſeems rather the effect of Chance than 
Fore- ir, whilſt our Legiſſative, who make all 
our Laws, are excluded from thoſe of Trade 
and Manufactures. 1 N 
Io me there ſeems the ſame Reaſon for the 

Commons to have the Conduct of Trade, as they 
have of Mony-Bills : They may chooſe Men 
both from themfelves and others, qualified for 
all the parts of Commerce; which perhaps are 
Subjects too low for the confideration of Grear 
Men. I have ſometimes diſcourſed with ſuch 
who by their tranſcendent parts handled the 


Theory of Commerce with flights as much above 


my Underſtanding, as my Notions in the Pra- 
_ was below theirs: which confirmed -_ 95 
e Opinion, That none are ſo proper to aavije 
in Trade, as they that are bred in 5 and I believe 
if ſuch,in the ſovergl parts of that Miſtery were 
conſulted, we ſhoufd find a better way to dif- 
pole of our Corn, &c. than now we do; and the 
Poor would not ſo often fall into the Borders of 
Ts a narrow underſtanding, and too much 
amongſt us to think that Corn would be too 
cheap, if we did not give Mony to carry it away, 
would it not be more for the advantage of the 
Nation, if Store-Houſes were made in the Coun- 
try for Corn, than to carry ir abroad and pay 
ſuch dear Rates for it as we often do : and if 
that which is given for the Exportation of Corn, 
was given for the /aying it up in Granaries at 
| Home, there would be a double advantage to 
the Nation: One, * that which I think ought 
1 4 to 
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have the firſt. conſideration, the Poor would 
always be provided for; and the Other would 
be, that we ſhould: often have the advantage 
of a Foreign Market. We. are always on the 
loofing fide, Sell when 'tis cheap, and Buy 
when tis Dear; an expedient that we have 
no Reaſon to brag of: but ſuch management 
yl be, where Offices are Choſe for Men, and not 
Nen qualified for Offices; which if in any Im- 
ployment, I think ought to be in Trade, becauſe 
that affects every Man in the Kingdom, either 
in Body, or Eſtate, An error in the Foundation 
of Trade, is like a defect in the firſt Concoction, 
it runs through the whole Body, and is not ea- 
ſily Cur'd, we find it ſo in the Trade and Navi- 
gation of the Kingdom, and a Regulation at 
Home in our Manufactures, is as neceſſary as 
Trade in our Ships Abroad: and when the Im- 
Re e of the Poor is fully conſidered, per- 

aps the Method for providing Proviſion for 

them will be found of good uſe, ſo that our Ma- 
nufactories may, at leaſt, be as cheap Abroad 

as thoſe of our Neighbours, which we cannot 
reaſonably expect whilſt we have our Bread of 


them that are our Competitors. 


a » » * » . 


I think ir poſſible in this Kingdom to keep 


by * 
* 


® wy 


Proviſion at a conſtant moderate Rate, ſo that 
nothing but a general Famine ſhould raiſe it to 
the Poor ; and done in ſuch a manner as that the 
Farmer ſhould not complain. 


ESSAY 


P41 


ESS ATS TRA DE. 57 


Who will encreaſe their Navigation, Strength 
and Treaſure by our Naval War, and who 
will decline by it in both, 


| 4 80 N 11 
5E have the Authority of the infalli- 
ble Author, that he who builds 4 
Tower, firſt fits down and conſiders 
what it will coſt him: I doubt not but it is fully 
conſidered in the Councils of the Nation as to 
the charge of this War, which all true Engliſh 
Hearts will joyn in ; and then with due manage- 
ment, there cannot be want of Mony to carry 
it on: yet all this being granted, there remains 
in my humble Opinion, room for this Enquiry, 
Who will encreaſe their Trade and Navigation 
by it? To which I anſwer in general, that all 
Neutral Princes and States muſt Naturally en- 
creaſe their Trade and Navigation, having the 
freedom of the Sea, when, the Rivals of the 
Ocean are chaſing one another out of it. 

Upon this Neutrality there ſeems Reaſon for 
mature conſideration, and they who believe that 
the very Being of the Engliſh Nation, _— 

ws 3 TT God, 
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God, depends upon our Trade and Navigation, 
will be of opinion, that if we loſe our Sea Imploy- 
ments, we ſhall be like S:lk-Wormes, Spin out 
our own Bowels, and ſo become of no uſe. _ 

Now that which hath ever been the inſepara- 
ble conſequence of a Neutrality among Go- 
vernments that have relation to the Sea, is, that 
thoſe Princes or States that ſat Neuter, did not 
only enrich themſelves by their Preſent Trade, 
but always picke up and introduc'd ſome new 
thing in Commerce and Navigation that they 
never had before, which they uſe in time of 
Peace to the prejudice of their Neighbours. 
This looks like over-light in Government, to 
admit Neutral Commeree, in part it might be 
fo when Trade was like an Out-lier, game for 
every one that met it. „„ 
But chere was another conſideration that o- 
blig'd Princes to allow of Neutrality rather than 
to joyn with their Enemies. But though this 
may be good Reaſon with a ſingle Monarch or 
-State, it may have another conſideration in a 
grear Confederacy, eſpecially if the Princes in, 

Confederacy can be ſupplyed with Naval Stores 

without them: which can be made out, and will, 
when the Parliament takes the Trade of the 

Nation under conſideration, and then Things 
may appear on this Subject of Neutrality, which 
might give offence to be ſaid here. 

But to come to that of our Enemies, the French 
I conceive will, if better management be not 
us'd than formerly, be the Gaizers by our Na- 
val War, and We the Looſer. * 
e That 


— 
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That by their Privateers they mightily In- 
creaſe their Seamen is viſible, and that we have 
much more Trade 72 they, alſo cannot be deni- 
ed, which makes Proviſion for them; I wont ſay, 
that this cannot be prevented, but wil, that it 
was not in the former War. „ 
The Dutch indeed were wiſer, and though 
they have more Ships then we, loſt not half 1 
many; thus by Sea we find they have the advan- 


R N 
We will then confider how they ſtand as to 
their Manufactures; chey prohibited all ours in 
time af Peace, and began a great Expor tation 
to 5 ain, Traly, &c. 17 3 
'e are now by War, barr'd of all that Trade, 


and the French left open to it; they will have the 
Spaniſh Wool, and with that they will make the 
fineſt Cloth for the Italian and Spaniſh Trade, 
that ever was; and it is to be feared, that the 
French may Introduce other Manufacturies to 
ſupply that of Bay/e, and then we ſhall loſe 
for ever, one of the moſt profitable Manu- 
factures of England. „ 
1 mention not theſe things as unavoidable 
conſequences ef War, but name them as that 
which ſhould be prevented, as I believe it 
may; and that it is poſſible for us by timely 
conſideration, not only to defeat the French in 
their growing Navigation and Trade, but even 
by the War, to enlarge our own. Sp 
lalſo believe, there may be methods taken 
to preſerve our Trade and Navigation, that 
thoſe that ſit Neutral may not advance theirs, 
by getting ours; which perhaps may be ke. 
worth 
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worth conſideration : and if we Imploy our 
hands at home in Labour, as well as our Men 
abroad in Armies, our Enemies may think it 
as vain to War with Exgland, as the Lord did 
to go to Law with the Brewer that gave his 
Men order to pump ſo many Tuns of Water 
more then uſual, becauſe he was that day to 
Fee his Lawyers; which the Nobleman hearing, 
faid he would agree with his Antagoniſt, for 
that there was no. going to Law with the 
Thames. Nor will there be to make War with 
England, if we keep our Trade and Commerce. 
We ſee Money is the Artillery and Ammuni- 
tion that levels all before it, and no Nation in 
1 4 has thoſe Funds to raiſe it as the Engliſh 
n e 
Now what ever diſaſfected Men, or diſappoin- 
ted of Offices may ſay, England is not without 
Men of Judgment and Honeſty, to promote the 
n d. 
If there has heen neglects, and ſo miſcarria- 
10 late Years, it may awaken the Nation to 
tter Methods: but let us never blame either 
the late or preſent Goverment, whilſt we have 
Parliaments which are denied nothing. 
If this Nation miſcarry, we ſhall not have 
the common pretence, Arbitrary Government, 
but ſhall have the Honour, if we can think it 
ſo, to be ruined by our own choice, but we 
have reaſon to hope better things. 
It was in Queen Elizabeths Reign, and in 
time of War too, that the greateſt Trade and 
Navigation of England had their beginning, 
We have as great a Queen upon the Throne 
93 of 5 6 | now, 
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now; and if it be not our on faults, we may 
gain part of what we ha ve loſt; that of Ruſſia, 

Greenland, and the Nemfound- land fiſhing, and 
that of the Baltic. IN TOE 1 12 1 NN 
I mention not thoſe -we. yet leer, but thoſe 


* 


we have in a manner oft, to the ſhame and re- 
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roach. of our Nation, to let them fall into the 
ands of our Neighbours, by our Luxury and 
Idleneſs. ig 55; 4 2 ot <4 449 4 err vit | © 
There was not the: labour in a Levant and 
Southern Trade, as in thoſe Northern and fiſning 
Voyages; our Merchants were Rich, and thoſe 
Trades would not Imploy their Capitals; our 
Seamen could not be blamed in their choiſe of 
Sun- ſhine, Wine, and Fruits, rather then Storms, 
and cold Warer for drink, and Fiſh for fool. 
port the opinion that Trade ſhould be bounded. 

Trade indeed will find its own Channels, but 
it may be to the ruin of the Nation, if not 
Regulated. n I d I Aut 


If our Parliaments for Seventy Years paſt, 


* 


' had foreſeen that we ſhould looſe: the Im- 
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 ployment_ of, Thirty or Forty Thouſand Sea- 


men, and add double the Number to our Neigh- 
bours, by our abating the Northern and 1. lach 
Trade; they would I preſume, have made ſuc 
Laws, as would have tack'd the Laborious to 
the Luxurious Trades e 
The Venetians obſerving our Exceſs in that 
of Currans, made a, Law, that the firſt Ship 
that brought in her Lading of Fiſh, ſhould 
have the priviledge of loading the firſt er 
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| if ſomething like that had been done, We 
ſhould nor no want Stamen nor our Enemimn 


have ſo 


the French Nurſſeries for Scamen, which we may 
as juſtly take from them, as any of our Foreign 
r and until we do, 5 camot ink 
noland ſafe. | 
ſubmit to better [udgtnents, and wiſh they 
would conſider he theſe Kingdoms can be ſe- 
cure, if there be not ways formd out to Imploy 


in time of Peace, double the numbet of Seamen 
we have now; our defect in this, brings us un- 


der the neceſſities we are now in for want of 
Seamen. 

The Fleet and Aerchant- Min, cannot- be all 
ſupplied at once, and yer both ſo neceflary, that 


tis hard to determine which ſhould have tt e firſt © 


care. e 49. 
It is our Maint Commerce that meaciits — 


builds Navies, but if we ate only able te Man 
dur Heer, a lietle time wilt eonſume them with- 


out Fights 
| Tir 5 quiets thoſe * thould PRO 


better, or n,. when told — Ho — 1 
7 


you ought not to raiſe more Seamen : for 
time of Naval War you want Men for the- Ay 
yet in time of Peace yon have not nl fo 
theſe you have. 
Er 4 an eaſie * but with deference to 
them that uſe it, y indifferent one, and if 
allow'd for good, Don y fo far as to give the 
Nation Notice ta provide for themſelves, either 
ro change their Country, or their Maſters, for 


TheFiſhery of "Newfoundland and Greenland are 


we - 


a. A oY a> i. ao A... F N 


- a3 g R ; OY 
>” — : 8 
5 * 
1 


ESSAYS on TRADE. - 63 


- we live not in an 1 Miracles, means muſt 
t 


2 uſed, and our 
| We are not always ſecure of Confederates, 


and who are loſers by it? 


rength muſt be on the 


we ſhould be able to ſtand alone, and we may 
ſo, if we Plow the Sea more and the Land lefs. 


This is not a Notion without Foundation, there 


is plain Demonſtration, how there may be dou- 
ble the Number of Seamen that we have now in 


the Engliſh Navigation. I mean in the time of 
Peace br 


to our grief, we fee Imployment 


for more than we have in time of War. 


Bur to regurn to. the Queſtion, Who may en- 
creaſe their Navigation, &c. by 2 Naval War, 


I conceive then, ſuch as our former manage- 
ment, will make the French Gainers ; but if we 
ſee and reform errors and miſtakes in Trade and 
Navigation, encourage Seamen, and not hunt 


them our of the Kingdom, We ſhall be the 


are affected with theſe things 


e 
* 


There are ſome things may be done in time 


ol War for retrieving part of our loſt Fiſhing 


and Navigation, that cannot be done-in time of 
Peace : but till the great Council of the Nation 
, there is little to 


be expected, I ſhould think there is more to 


be hoped from 500 Men of Eſtates from all 


rts of the Kingdom, than from Men whoſe 


udies aud Imployments have been in a higher 
Sphere: And why a Council of Trade was then 
out of the Hands of the Parliament, when they 


were upon it; they can beſt tell that adviſed 
DN on | The 
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The Eyes of the Nation, and all Europe with 


them, are upon the Enſuing Parliament, they 
have the greateſt work before them that ever 
attended an Ezeliſh Parliament. 


How happy would this Nation be if the Re- 


preſentatives could with more Truth than Saul 
told Samuel lay, 7 hey had performed your Com- 

There would not then be that Queſtion, what 
means the noiſe ofOffices? &c. No Man would En- 
vy the advance of a true Patriot, as he would be 
that Imployed his Talent for the advance of Ma- 
nufactures, Fiſhing and Navigation: But how 
the Nation will be ſerv'd if the Ambitious or 


Neceſſitous Men ſhould make Parties, to Embar- 


ras publick Buſineſs till the ir own is ſerv'd, time 
will ſhow ? . en DEC ee 

It was the ſaying of a brave Roman, That Men 
t hat loſe their Conſcience cannot preſerve their 


Courage. That is ſhown by ſpeaking Truth in 
the Senate Houſe for theirCountry.[ Le not the 


Wapſe live on the labour of the Bee]. © © 


Such will tell us there are bounds to War, 
Frontier Towns, :&c. but there is no bounds 


to Trade, nor would there be to that of this 


Kingdom, if we were not tempted by Trade 


above- bridge, more profitable than an Eaſt- In- 
Lord Cooſte in his Commentaries on our 


grane 
Charters, tells us, Traffick is the Merchants 
Lively hood, and that their Lively-hood is the 


Life of the Common-wealth. 1 Bott 

Ibis Opinion of ſo great a Man in the Laws 
and Politicks, condemns either himſelf or us; 
| his 
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his to be vain Speculation, or our neglect of 
_ and Navigation to be Notorious and 
aulte. — eee 
OM hive ſometimes wondred that what He and 
other great Men ſaid on the Manufactures and 
Navigation of the Nation js not quoted as pre- 
ſidents for us, as well as what they write on 
the Laws; if it were, we ſhould not have ſuch 
Armies of Poor as overſpread the Land. We 
are told by the Author of Ways and Mearns, that 
we have 1200009, if half he tells us can War, 
were imployed, we need not fear the Power o 
France, either in Trade or War; and this may 
be done by better methods than by taking away 
the Imployment of one Town, and making 
them Beggars, to Imploy new ones in another 
place. Such Projectors, like Merry Andrews, 
on the Stage, may divert the Mob, but make 
C ͤͤĩ?A·⸗! m ð2, as He oe 
Every hand can ſtrike the ſtrings of an Inſtru- 
ment, and the moſt unskilful make the greateſt 
ſound; but Maſters in Muſick, we are told will 
Tune Lutes ſo that the touch of one ſhall be 
anſwered by the other: It mult be ſo in the Im- 
5 e of the Poor; the Imployment of the 
Poor of one part of the Kingdom, muſt not a- 
bate the Imployment of them in another. 


T EssAT 
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— — 
The Advantage of . betivecis Eng- 
land and ela 1 8 6 


ur Nature, scituation and Soil of 
J Ireland is ſuch, that perhaps no ſpot 
x of Ground can compare with it, and- 


wants nothing but right mariagement to make it 
as proſperous in acquired Riches, as it is in Na- 
tive Product. ED we” 

Before I come to ſpeak of its Commerce, tho? 
it may look like an Excurtion out of .my Pro- 


vince of Trade, yet I preſume it neceſſary and 


introductive, to ſay ſomething of the Gover- 


ment, and Relation that Kingdom has to England. 


I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the Hiſto- 
rical part of its Conqueſt, Laws and Conſtitu- 


tion, but as near as I can, keep to that which 
relates to Trade and the Security of England; in 


the way of which, ſomething will fall into that 8 


of Government. 


I begin with their Scituation and Harbours. 


_Treland Ties Weſt of Englend, and conſe- | 


quently betwixt them and the moſt conſidera- 
ble Parts of the World they Trade to: The 
Harbours of Ireland are many and ſafe, a relief 
: . and 


* 


5 . | 
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and ſecurity to the Shipping of England in Peace 
and War, and of that conſequence in the latter, 
that were they in Enemies hands, it were next 
do an Impoſlibility to ſecure the Trade and Na- 
vigation of England in time of Naval Mar. 
There is a late Inſtance of the benefit this Na- 
tion had in the ſecuring the Snirna Fleet by 
— into Kingſale ; had that Port been in 
nemies hands, as it was the Year before, tis 
believed that Fleet by keeping the Sea, had fal- 
len into the French hands. 
The Government of Jreland is dependant 
upon England, and continues in the ſame form 
ir was in Hem)y the Sevenths Reign, and has al- 
ways been more Deſpotick than that of England. 
Their Parliament reitrain'd by Peyneings Laws, 
Which when made, was of good uſe to ſubject 
the. Iriſh, who at that time were the greateſt 
part both of Lords and Commons, but whither 
that Law is now of uſe to England, ſome make 
J won oe 88 ok 
For the better underſtanding this matter, I 
mall in few words fer down the Nature of thar 
raw; Mn e n 
That no Act of Parliament ſhall paſs in 
Ireland, but ſuch as firſt paſſes the Privy Coun- 
cil of Jreland, and be tranſmitted under the 
Broad Seal of that Kingdom into England, and be 
there again conſidered by the King and Couneil, 
Who either alter, lay aſide, or paſs the Bill as 
they / ſee fit, and chen tranſmit it baek to Ireland, 
under the Broad Seal bf England. The Parlia- 
ment of Ireland not having liberty to add or 
alter one word of the Bill: This renders the 
. V Fur 
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Parliament of. Ireland as ſome think, no more 
hen a French Parliament; but however, this 
Law has a general Acceptance in England, be- 
lieving it ſubjects Ireland intirely to the Con- 
duct of England; but whether it does or no, is 
ſubmitted under the conſideration of theſe par- 
tienlars.! 7 - 8 1 
Firſt, Laws made in Ireland, come under no 
| inſpection of the Parliament of England; ſo 
that it can't be ſaid that the Legiſlative of Eng- 
land, hath any hand in- the Laws of Ireland, 
though they: may affect England: And the 
Commons of England think nor themſelves ſafe 
under any Law made without their conſent in 
Parliament, than Poyneings Law for tranſmit- 
ting Bills into England, leems. not in favour 
of the Subjects of England, but Eſtabliſhes the 
Legiſlative in the King and Council; there is 
more to be conſidered under this head, then is 
per here to mention. 
2dly, Poyneings Law Eſtabliſhes a Deſpotick 
Government in Ireland, ſubjects . the ' Engliſh 
to that which was firſt intended only for Jriſh, 
and whether *tis not natural for Men if it comes 
in their way, to bring others under their own 


4 


circumſtances, is ſubmitted. Fog: 1 
. 3aly, Tis poſſible to turn Poyneings Law to 
54151 Faun 
the prejudice of England in its Security as well 
as Trade, we need go no further then the Late 
Reign of King James, what was then done 
in Ireland; and had he fat the Throne ane Year 
longer, ſuch Acts of Parliament had been 
palt there, as would have brought England 
33 under 
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under the power * Ireland in n Trade and 


6 75 eee 
aon 3 3387 Jort 

This being the preſent Colftiturion of Irelaud, 
wa theſe Queries Fllowing mw ſubmitted. ny 
1. Whether England had ſo many Rivals in 
Trade andNavigation, when frat Law was made, 


as it has now 2 


2. Whether their Neighbours the N had 
fo £ great an Intereſt in the 7riſh'? were ſo well 
acquainted with their Harbours, hap: and 
Trade, as now they are? 

The Engliſh Nation now ſeems to be appel 


henſive of the Trade and Woollen Manufacture 


of Treland.; yet with ſhbmiſſion, greater things 
then that which is fear'd are paſt over. 
some things appear in my weak judgment, 


that might, if under conſideration, ſettle the 


Kingdom of Ireland, ſo as to ſecure that King- 
dom and Trade in the Intereſt of England, 
which is of the greateſt importance to the En- 

iþ Nation; and being ſo, I ſhall not preſume 
to preſcribe how it may be done, but only offer 


ſome things that Wh 0 lead to that 


which the great Council of the Nation Wr 
think worthy of their conſideration: 

Firſt, I ſuppoſe a Fundamental Truth: 4. 
low'd by all, that ſince Jrelund is above Water, 
England cannot be ſafe if that Kingdom ſhould 


be in any hands but their own. © | 


1 ſhall now ſubmit thoſe things that ſeem 
E ſſential, to keep that Kingdom in Engliſb hands; 
for 1 make a great difference betwixt Solana, 

| F 3 — "7 being 
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11 under Engliſb Government, and Engliſh 
Inhabitants : 0 be under the firſt, 9 
not fafe if not under the latte. 

Men of leaſt Underſtandings are often fill'd 
with greateſt fears, and that may plead my 
excuſe, if I am under the laſt apprehenſion of 
England's danger. by Jrelazas being inſenſibly 
- planted witk People not of Engliſh Extraction: 
I mean, as have Relation and Affinity to any 


"=o Nation and People, but thoſe of England. 


I cannot ſee how England could withſtand all 
the Neighbours that ſurround them, if Felaud 
had a ballance of other People than Engliſh: and 
therefore I ſhould think that tho we would not 
make that Kingdom a Treaſure, yet we make 
it a Cittadel for defence againſt Forreigners, 
and then I preſume we ſhould not make it a 
Garriſon for Strangers. 


I come then to offer what J conceive will lay 


the Foundation for ſecuring that Kingdom to 
England, and that is, - 1E hey Tt 

By Act of Parliament, to Unite Ireland: to 
I preſume this will meet with Objections, but 
J have never heard more then two: Firſt, Tis 
Objected that this may endanger England in 
its Conſtitution ; the Members of Jreland may 
be a dead weight, and may be through poverty 
or otherwife made uſe of if we thould fall 
under an unfortunate Reign. EN 
To this is anſwered, that the ſame may be 
ſaid of Wales or even of ſeparate Counties, 
but *cis hardly poſſible, that any Part of the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, ſhould joyn in that which 
Fhould endanger the whole. Ireland 
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Lreland would be then England, and no doubt 
as fond of their liberties; perhaps, more appre- 
henſive of them than England; lreland having 
known the want of them. 4 SA 
It would be a Reflection, which I always 
avoid, to mention particulars, but no doubt, 
Engliſh Laws and the Habeas Corpus Bill, would 
be thought a Bleſſing in that Kingdom, and be- 
ſide what their own Intereſt would lead them 
into: their Numbers would not be dangerous, 
if but Two and Thirty Members for the Two 
and Thirty Counties. . . 
The othier Objection is, that, if Ireland was 
United, they would have equal liberty of 
Trade with England. 
To which is anſwered, that doth not follow, 
they may be better reſtrained by the Union, 
then they can be under the Conſtitution they 
are now. For though England may now make 
Laws for them, yet they in Ireland ate Judges 
and Executioners of them, and how far they 
will inforce Laws againſt the Intereſt of their 
Country, is ſubmitted ; but when made by 
their own Repreſentatives here in Parliament, 
and liable to be queſtioned here, if not obſer- 
ved, the caſe will then be altered. 
And there wants not Preſidents of the Par- 
liament of England's reſtraining ſome Ports of 
England from Trade and Navigation that they 
allow to others; as that of Importation of Jr: 
Wooll, which is only admitted to particular 
Ports of England; ſo in ſome caſes, it is in the 
United Provinces, and yet they Unite in the 
States General; and though we follow not that 
| | F 4 | Common- 
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Common-wealth in Government, yer I wiſh 


we did it in Trade. tes Hie 
I now come to the Advantages Evelind would 


have by Uniting Ireland: I (ball for maar only 


mention four, and they are theſe; | 


Firſt, By this Uniting Ireland to © England, 

that Kingdom will bear part of the Taxes, 
which it never did; though in time of Naval 
War, the Ships of England always guarded 


| their Coaſts, and conveyed their Merchant Men. 


Secondly, This Uniting reland would pre- 


vent future Rebellions, which that Kin dom was 


never long free from; and always co England | 
much Blood and Treaſure to Reduce; 5-5: 
Keeping Ireland a ſeparate Kingdom, hath 
ſupported, the Iriſh in the pretence of their right 
ro it, and when ever they have opportunity, 
call their Parliaments and make Laws : but if 
that were Aboliſh'd, and the Kingdom United 


as Wales is, We could become one People, 
Which we never can be, tho we are one blood; 


whilſt we live under different Laus and Go. 
vernment. Suppoſe, as I think they are, by their 


Conſtitution, Lam ſure they are in the pra 


ctice, under Deſpotick power, which: ſome of 


us believe our advantage over chem“; yet 1 
think it dangerous to England, and may bring us 


under the ſame misfortunes; for Men that are 
without hope of Engliſh Liberty, will naturally 
joyn in that which Will ann others under the 
lame ſubjectioͤn. 

Tne Conduct in the late Reign of King 
James, evinceth this truth, when the Native Jriſh 


were letled in Arms. and ſome brought over 
a here 
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here to Inſlave the Engliſh; what hath been 4 
may be done, a —— Reign 80 the only 
time to provide againſt a bad. 

_ * Thirdly, Uniting the Ki lewd would, make 
the Engliſh Nation' Ms ; none 1 
— would deny that the Engliſh Nation and 
Kingdom would be more feared abroad, and 
ſafer at home, if it were twice as great, b 
that Ireland was one Conrinent with it. 

Now in my humble Opinion, tis poſſible t to 
make it ſo in effect, and of better uſe then if 

it were ſo in Reality. 2 | 
The Security and Treaſunb of h Eng elif 
Nation under God, depends on their Naviga- 
tion, under which is GRAN a e 
Manufacturies, G Wc. . 0 
+ Continents therefore never can be much i in 
Traffick, Long- land Carriage makes their Ma- 
nufactures. _ Product too dear for Expor- 
tation; ſo then if Jreland were one Continent 
with us, we ſhould want the benefit of cheap 
Carriage, and looſe the advantage of Sea Im- 
ploymems for our Menz in wl hich we cannot 
exceed. 

But as. Fe? now hed it is poſſible te to 
make it a Nufſery and Imployment for 'Ten 
[Thouſand Engliſh Seamen more then now we 
have; and of —— conſequence that. will be, 
they will Judge that ſee Numbers of our 
Seamen Run abroad in time of Peace to get 
their Bread ; and it is a Melancholy Obſerva- 
tion that we want Seamen in time of Naval 
War, yet we have not imployment in time of 


Peace for them we have. 'But Ireland being 
United 
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United and Eſtabliſhed as it might be, would 
imploy them all, and make more. 
Fourthly, Uniting Ireland to England, ſeems 
the moſt Effectual way to prevent the Engliſh 
Manufactures from going to Foreign parts; a 
loſs which is overlook'd, though tis far greater 
in their numbers, and more in -value then 
thoſe few and Poor People that misfortune 
drives to Jreland, and. makes a noiſe as if 
the Nation was endangered thereby. 

This puts me in mind of the Fly in the Fable | 
on the Chariot Wheel, which cryed out, Whar 
4 dnſt do I make: the Moral is underſtood, if 
we compare the Beggars that go to Ireland, 
with thols th that with fell Bags go to other Parts 
of the World; we have more reaſon to ap- 
prehend that loſs, than our poor Brethren 
going into our own Country; if Ireland be 
not kept ſo, it may be feared, we ſhall not be 
long ſafe nere. 

But to return to that which, I bumbly con- 
ceive, will alter the courſe of ſoch as are invi- 
ted into Forreign Parts, is, to bring Ireland 
under the ſame Conflarution and. Government 
with England, 

Men will only then, as now they do, change 
from one Country to another to mend their 
Fortunes. But ſuch as have any thing that 
makes a Property, are not willing to go where 
there is none; but by going into Ireland, loſe 
the Birth-rignt of an Engliſhnan. _ 

It was thought a Policick Inſtitution of the 
en to give Liberty even to the Remoteſt 


* to purchaſe the Liberty of a Roman; 
| ve 
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we know who pleaded it when he was in 
danger to be puniſhed contrary to Law: 
It ſhows a narrow underſtanding, to believe 
the Nation cannot be ſupported in their Trade 
and Manufactures, but by cutting off a Limb 
from the Body; do we not. ſo, if he that 
lives in Ireland is treated as a Foreigner? I 
ſhould rather think it the Intereſt of England, 
to give Extraordinary Priviledges to Engliſh 
Men that would go and Plant there, * to 
turn the Tables; take from Ireland the Na- 
turalization Act, and bring it here; Exchange 
Engliſh Men for Foreign Proteſtants, their num- 
ber here cannot over ballance, in Ireland they 
| L is eaſily underſtood what Twenty Thou- 
ſand Men inur'd to Arms, for ſo every Prote- 
ſtant in Ireland is, may do, Rouge they are not 
in a ſtanding Army. This Conſideration, were 
there no more, iu my humble Opinion, ſhould 
prevail to the Planting Jreland with Engliſh 
Men; and that ſeems not probable, while chey 
that are there, are precarious in their lives and 
fortunes: for neither are ſafe whil'ſt they are 
out- numbred by the Natives, intermixt. with 
others, N not favoured by their Brethren 
I ſhould now come to ſhew how the Trade 
of Ireland might be made profitable, and yer 


ſubſervient to that of England; but for Reafons _ 


I reſerve that for another occaſion, and ſhallnow 
end this Diſcourſe with this Explanation, that 
 byall I ſay here, 1 do not mean, nor would in- 
_ finuare, that all the Priviledges and Immunities 
| , England 
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England hath in Trade and Manufactures, ſnould 
be allow'd to Ireland: but only encouraged in 
ſuch a way as will advance England in theirs, 
and prevent the Impendent 8 meet. that hangs 
over the Engliſh, whilſt Ireland ſtands at looſe | 
wo land, or · unſettled in its ſelf. | 
leems 'the misfortunes of both Ringes, 

*. whilſt new Methods and Arrs are ũsd by 
all our Neighbours, to ſecure and improve their 
Trade. We content our ſelves with old Me- 
thods, and are only new in conſidering how to 
drive Ireland into Foreign Hands; whereas in 
former Ages, though little was underſtood of 
Trade and Navigation, yet it was always the 
care of England, to make Jreland as much Eng- 

liſd as they could; if we make it ſo, England 
will reap the benefit of their Labours; but if we 
do not, Enoland may fear diſturbance from the 
Iriſh, e ſpecially hi le they have lin Alliance 
with: the French. 

It might be isdn chat twice 0 thrice 
in Forty Years; there hath been Revolutions, in 
Which Ireland might have been fatal to e e 

had they taken the wrong ſide. 

TFirſt upon the Reſtaufation of Charles the It 
had not Monk in Scotland correſponded: with, 
and ſecur'd the Engliſh of Ireland, he could not 
have come into Eaglana, for they of I eland 
could have oppoſed him with a greater force. 

The other danger England might have been 
in, was upon the Abdication of King James; 
had the Exgliſh of Ireland joyn'd with im, it is 
. dae bis Triſh mou: = Marched into Scor- 

land, U 
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land, and the Engliſh into'England, or have e- 
ſtabliſt'd King Fames's Intereſt in Ireland. 
Nov though the Affection and Intereſt of the 
Engliſh of Ireland led them into theſe Revolu- 
tions with England, yet ſuch a Turn or Force a 
may happen that may engage them on the other 
ſide, or to quit that Kingdom, when they find 
themſelves us'd hardly by their Brethren in 
England. It [ſis ado 6 par rent qe iegt "£4 
I could name Things and Management now 
in Ireland, that perhaps would Alarm the Na- 
tion as much as any thing that hath been before 
chem the. laſt Reign, which ſeems worthy, of 
nfideration, becaule it may be remedied, and 
Ireland made more uſeful to Exgland than all 
the Countries and Places they Trade to in the 
World; and as indifferently as it is now man- 
aged, more than half the Trade of Ireland is 
Engliſh, and that it is not All ſo, is not from 
„ . ay thy 
l have by me the particulars of Six Vears Ex- 
ports and Imports, ſince the War, the Ships, 
Men, Cc. that are imployed in, the Trade of 
Ireland; from whence Ihave made obſervations 
that I think give full Demonſtration, that Jre- 
land is not managed to the advantage of Exgland, 
nor indeed to their own. 5 
I forbear inſtances to avoid reflections where 
it may hurt, and only wiſh the Trade, Naviga- 
tion and Imployments of /reland were under a 
\ thorough conſideration of the Parliament; and 
then I perſwade my ſelf all the jealouſies that 
are now entertained of Ireland, would be re- 
mov'd; and that unfortunate Kingdom "_—_ 
eaſie 


— 
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eaſie to its ſelf, and leſs dangerous to England, 
for as it now ſtands it ſeems otherwiſe ; and 
the 5 there crampt in that which would 
make ſuitable returns to England, for their ex- 
pence in ſo often recovering that Kingdom, | 
Had the State of Ireland been truly laid before 
the Parliament, it ſeems reaſonable to believe, 
a matter of ſo great moment would have been 
ſooner under conſideration, and that Kingdom 
had been ſetled to the Advantage and Security 
of England. 5 . 
The latter may be thought to affect the Na- 
tion more now than it did m former Ages. The 
Native Jriſp had never before a pretence of Loy- 
alty to the Crown, nor a pretender to it undef 
a powerful Monarch, who *tis ſaid hath a de- 
mand on the Kingdom from the late King James, 
and only waits an opportunity to take Poſſeſſi- 
on; and whoever will Read Peccata Hibermez 
will ſee how eaſie it is for the Jriſh, if aſſiſted 
with a ſmall force from abroad, and well fur- 
niflyd with Arms to keep that Kingdom from a 
greater force than perhaps England can ſpare, 
whilſt we have another War in Hand ; nor muſt 
we take meaſures from the Sueceſs of the laſt 
War. It is no ſecret how the French Miniſter 
ſerved them, nor how they fail'd in not burn- 
ing all before them, which the Jriſh are fo juſt 
to attribute to King Janes; for had they burnt 
and ſo left no Winter Quarters, it had not been 
poſſible to have kept an Army in Ireland in the 
Winter : and as impoſſible to have Conquered 
it in a Summer. Boggs and Wets are natural 
to the 7riſh, but Death to an Engliſh * 
| ö g tion, 
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tion, if forc'd to live in Huts and Cabins, as 
the 1riſh do. , fn a 
All the aforeſaid Conſiderations may be ſuffi- 
cient Motives for a Parliament to bring Ireland 
under their Care, in other Methods than ever 
it hath been; nor can a Peace render it ſe- 
cure to Eyrgland, ſince there muſt be always 
a Standing Army in that Kingdom, which 
perhaps needs a greater than ever yet was. 
And if any Revolution ſhould happen in 


Exgland, which God forbid, the Army in 


Ireland hath its fide to chooſe, if they fhould 
think themſelves under no Obligation to Eng- 
land, but paid by Ireland, and not all Exgliſh- 
men: it was found ſo by the Parliament of 
Ireland, ſince the laſt War. | 

There may be more faid on this Subject, if 
this matter comes under conſideration 5 but we 
are the leſs apprehenſive, becauſe we are under 
a moſt happy Reign ; and yet that is the beſt 
time to make Proviſion againit what may hap- 
pen in another. es 9 
A Union, and nothing but that can remove 
all Fears, and blaſt the deſigns of our Enemies. 
The Force and Intereſt of Ireland, will be one 
with Exgland; and then it will be no longer a 
Trouble and Charge, but a Help and Advance- 
Guard to England. | | 
- con. hardly keep back my Pen, from what 
hath, and will ever hinder Ireland's making 
it ſelf acceptable to ede but ſo (I peo? 
ſume) it will be, till a Parliament hath de 
ed the management of that Kingdom. 
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Some Remarks on the Trade of Ireland as it 


| flood in the Tear 1675, to the Year 1681 
: Incluſive, and from the Year 16 9 55 70 
the Tear 1698. Big de e, 


part of the Trade of Ireland, which relates to 
England, I confine my ſelf to the Accompts 
taken out of the Cuſtom- Houſe Books, of both 
Kingdoms, which I take to be good Authority 
for ſo much; though I will not ſay but there 
may be much more that comes not under the 


Cogniſance of Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, of which 


1 ſhall make Remarks in another place, if rhe 


management of Ireland ever comes under con- 


ſiderat ion. c 


The Importations from Ireland into England 


for the Year above mentioned, I find in the Ac- 
count made here by aGentleman imploy'd in that 


affair, amounts to 333968, 9, 5 ; and the Ex- 


ports from England to Ireland, in the ſame Ac- 
compt, amounts to 293813, 13, 6; ſo then 


the ballance appears on the wrong ſide, and 
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Evelend loſes by the Fiſh Trade 401 54, 15,11 
>. = per 8 7 5 3 1 12 5 ho th 
ballance 00 el df 


WES, is to have che Faber 8 nee 59 


Commodities before you, by Which may b 


Teen, what is profitable, aud lat is deſt hay | 


ve to the, Nation. 
Ireland hath lain under ſo Seiprül; an Opinion 
be being prejudicialto the Trade and Manufactu- 


ries of, gland, that i it put me upon, A- Reſolu- 


tion of ſearching i into the bottom of the Com- 

merce, Navigation, Manufacturies and 1 
of that Kingdom : and. that I mi She 25 fa 

into *he common Fate of Writers on Trade, 

dreſs up Notions of m own, and then bring 

er e the to knock t Fn, down, When nei⸗ 
her of them is in the ris 55 


in adding to my own experience, the Obler⸗ 
vation and Practice of ſome others in the Trade 
6f Ireland: And that which I think mote vallued 
and helpful to me, was an Account I have by 
me, that I got out of the Cuſtom-houſe Bboks 
in TFrlahd wenty Years ſince; of all the Ex- 
ports and Imports in that King dom for Six 
Years, ending 1881. To this cb nr, I have 
added atiothet for Four Years ſince the Wars, 1 
and out of both; I make the Remarks follows 


itig* and that! my not be thought to prevari- 
8 cate 


* 


— 


I ſpent müch tine for Hates Years piſt, : 
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cate real Fact, I have troubled the Reader 
oe from? digreffioy 0 o ſhew the Foundation 
| 7 uild upon, and fo | come firſt to the Exports 
from England to Ireland; i the firſt ' Six Years 
ending, 1691 I, Which N the 'moft flouriſhin ing 
| Trade of Jrelard, fince the Rebellion, 1641. 
he Fara from England to Jreland, Ae 
ted to oo ſterling per Annum ; and the Im- 
mam! Ireland 10 England, 4 Amounted to 
| e 1 per Annum. * 

t appears, the Exports 1 
= 2 2 e was then, I mean, before 
by laſt. War in rel land, more chan the 
1 110 $236. ; 
this Fount, Scottie to the Volg ar 
| 13 of the ter, of Trade, England 25 
güer by FA de of Ireland, i ĩ 3286, whereas 
it is now, by. he. firſt” mentioned Account 
for the Yau” is: „a looſer, 4115415, 11. 
Pes this Will be et in a better light, when 

come to pa! riculariſe the Teſpettive Com- 
modities of böth Kingdoms, which I have by 
me drawn. into ſeveral. Columns, roo large 
here to incert, containing with Obſervation 
On each Commodity, near a Hundred Sheets. 
That here ſet down, is only ap e 


. wh I. ave at lar e b with e- 
Hobs at be E 10 


5 or che e that” are Ek; rted 
i from England to Ireland, 1 are for the 
Kerr vs part, either. the MapufaCturies, or 

Native Product of England, and are conſe-· 

: a * A n to t. e ae Which | 
tha Cano: 
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land "hath 
e tothe F 
| Iniported and Exported to and from Koln 
to the Tear 1693, and I begin with 
n 1681. 1 U 0 cirion 
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A ESE op 8 3 4 "ks . . 
Denomination of G 0 0 0 S. | | Quanti.| Valuin 
| | in Gen. | Gener. 
Wool! 0 Stones 223108 | 111594 
Hides | 95512 | 64000 
—_—. Barrels] 32851 400 
Tallow Tons | . 1692 | $0969 
Butter | Tons $700 | 142000 
Pork 95 Barrels] 1498 1500 
Mutton 1 Barrels | 6654 | 7300 
Skins and Furs PE 6 
Horſes e $200 | 20000 
Frizes Yards | 510820 | $0000 
Wheat and Barley | Barrells | 42000 | 20000 
_ | EE 14000] 700 
Oatmeal | 12000 6000 
Mault | | VV a 
N. Drapery, pcs Yards | 1784] gooo | 
Salmon e Ton 800 9600 
©Linnen Yarn „ Gt. 699]. 2000 
Woollen Yarn 3319 3000 ] 
Bacon | . Flitches | 1992] 8oo 
Candles - CG C.] 1497] 2000 1 
Rapeſeed Barrels | 7000 300 0 
Herrings | Barrels] 2000 1800 F 
Pilchards Fiſh ; $000 1 
Reap-Oyl = Ton 21]. 300 'Þ 
PPP ²˙¹1Üe . 2134....4900 ” 
O — C 
| 382814 | 
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Exports of Ireland for the Y, var 1 681. 
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Value from 


DenominatiowofG OO'DS. |: Sane 47-99 n 
Tr.... *r 03 201. +1) & WORAOIRNT « | Heland to E. 
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223108 | . 11163 * 
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— NE LES 
-Denomiqation _ | Quatit dm wee "from 
A C3. 600 n at wo _ to Ireland to 

a. — — —— — — — | 

wag: | Soon. itt 
See der Zar. $6228 380060 4c 

Tallow Tom 926 2776 f 
Butter 1 Tons| 5700 ¼ P14 
Pore  ! . Bar. 1498 10 
Mutton: 2214 | 230 


Skins wa Furs 3. 10 
Horn 2 } | 


227 5 : 32 13 y 5200 oo * 1 | 
2 yds | 2535 64 ** Ly Fn oP fs 
229237 14000 a 

10000 5000 
12 0 6000. oo 
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Mault * | : 5 BE 2006 WE 
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Salmon 7 1 ' ..* 80 e mi l 
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„ 
Benin? 3 2, 130 
Pilchards Fiſh | - . 60e 4 4 
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8 4 / | 8. =s ; - L | b 
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Exports ſrom England to Ireland, 168 1. 
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are ſeveral ſorts 
Toys 2 
ans and Pots ſev. ſorts. * 
heſter Ware . 


Allom and Dying Stuff 


— - 2M ware 


Glaſſes and Glaſs-bottles 
Iron-Mine and Sinders > be” 
Apples and Syder Butts 


Books Bound 
Earthen Ware and Slates 
Garden Seeds 


Groòſſery- Ware 
Haberdaſhery Ware 
Buttons, Hare and Silk- 
Old Drapery | 
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This Acc 


Jand ſtood in the Reign of King Charles the II. 


from almoſt a waſte Country, in Six Tears, 
grow more then it did in Twenty Six Years, 


and this among other miſtakes of England, in 


ſidered, in my humble Opinion it may 
time or other be the loſs of Treland. 
It is evident it has produced frequent Re- 
bellions, which might have been prevented, if 
the Engliſh dur'ſt have Raid in the Kingdom; 
but they are frequently drove from it, by the 
Conduct of their own Government, who too 
often favour the Jriſh, to the prejudice of 
the Engliſh.” We need nor look far back to 
: „ Get" ot 3& — 3 633 | 3 give 
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gite Inſtances, T: perſwade my * if theſe 


ings were under Conſideration, the Panſia- 
ment would no more leave Ireland under the g 
hazard of Arbitrary Aon, than, 
would England. 72 mi . 57 2 but it will 
appear better when 7272 other things, 
as there is reaſon to beleve it 11 En. . 


Ireland is too good. a: moriel for England te to 


looſe, ' and too d- erous a Neighbour for 


England to ſuffer under any Goyernment and 


Laws, but their own; and methinks the Com- 
plexion of being under different management 
in Jrelarnid from that of England, is Iike be- 
ing under Foreign power, —. could tell 
how it hath affected the Trade and Naviga- 
tion of England, as much as if it were. 

But to return to the 2 advance of 
Bubord;i in Six Years, that the Exports, ſhould 
exceed, 413401, 08, 2. of 12 they were 
in 1681, is extraordi ng almoſt as. 
mich as the whole Exports f Ireland befors 


the Wars. 
There are Reaſons for ; it 1947 ſhould. be 


conſidered, (bur I am under. no Obligation 
to name them nor do I believe the Exports 


of Treland will ever Amount tor. ſo, much. 
ain, if better management and other acci- 
a” do not happen in 11 as is very 
frequent in that Kingdom e moſt 


tet Exports is. Proviſions, dx, the demand 


them abroad, M622, g by their Harveſt,, 
Vintage, „ he . particulars 
demonſtrate : : in the Fear 1679, the Ex- 


portations of PI amounted to 45,000 
ferling 


© ACEC wn ido. o ia. ana a. oo nn 6 > 6. oo EE * 


r 


sure „ TRADE. 97 
Gap bees er 


Fol 1 98 
* f Corn into Ireland; fo is the Ex | 


ter veryCafual;when the Olives fail in Spam 

Sees pte, Need uren e Rites 
of Butter, t 

kets of Flanders, 8 y are governed 

a War; 4 Peace would ſoon put an end te 

the Trade into thoſe parts, and they as for- 
 merly, will Export that Commodity 


of theit 
own 1 The next thing to a 


= 


” erred | into ld, auc wege 
and „fo then there re- 
of all the 77 fanufactures por 
woot bur to the value of 4000 Pound ſterling 
is matter of Fact as it ſtood in the 5-4] 
the end of the Reign of Charles the II, The 
next thing to be conſidered, is the Importa- 
tions of Ireland, and by the Account for the 
fone mentioned Vear of 1681, it ſtands thus. 
The Importations in General, Amounted to 
433040 Pound, of which 306800 ſterling were 
from England, and bur 86240 from Foreign 
Parts, and of them, part ſhould not have 
come 


come in, but for Reaſons proper at another 
time and all I ſhall farther 1 this place, 
is, that it ſeems in my humble Opinion, de- 
ſerving, the greateſt care of England to ſup- 
port and incourage Ireland in Britiſb hands, and 
under Engliſb Laws, otherwiſe, that Trade 
which is now ſo profitable to England, will 
run into Foreign hands, which when conſide- 
red; it is to me a'cdnvincing Argument, for 
our having the whole Trade, Manufactures, 
and Imployments of thoſe Kingdoms, under 
the Scrutiny of Men of Experience and Judg- 
ment in Trade; and if we had ſuch. to prepare 
Eurer for a Parliament, there wonld have been 
better uſe made of Ireland, than ever hath yet 
been, nor probably would there have been any 
diſcouragement to the Britiſp in that Kingdom, 
whom it ſeems, God and Nature hath. fram'd 
to Enrich England, if we were pleaſed to ad- 
mit them; but it plainly proceeds from not 
knowing what we do, and might gain by that 
Kingdom, that we have run ing ſuch miſtakes 
about it, of which more at large, when we 
come to the Trade of Ireland, as it now ſtands 
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come in, but for Reaſons proper at another 
time; and all I ſhall farther 9 44495 this place, 
 s, chat it ſeems in my humble Opinion, de- 
ſerving, the greateſt care of England to ſup- 
port and incourage Jreland in Britiſb hands, and 
under Engliſb Laws, otherwiſe, that Trade 
which is now ſo. profitable to England, will 
run into. Foreign hands, which when conſide- 
red; it is to me a'cdnvincing Argument, for 
our having the whole Trade, Manufactures, 
and Imployments of thoſe Kingdoms, under 
the Scrutiny of Men of Experience and Judg- 
ment in Trade; and if we had ſuch to prepare 
ae for a Parliament, there wonld have been 
better uſe made of Ireland, than ever hath yet 
been, nor probably would there have been any 
diſcouragement to the Britiſh in that 1 | 
whom it ſeems, God and Nature hath.iram'd 
to Enrich England, if we were pleaſed to ad- 
mit them; but it plainly proceeds from not 
knowing what we do, and might gain by that 
Kingdom, that we have run in ſuch miſtakes 
about it, of which more at large, when we 
come to the Trade of Ireland, as it now ſtands 
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9. ESSAYS on TRADE, 


An Abſtraf of the Importation into | Ireland, in 
the Year 16 5 


8 ** re nn 1 
2 „ —— - 


Denomination of Goods, bs | Quantities value. 
Brandy 133638 gallons | 5415 8 
Coales | J | 295264 Tons|22144]13| 9 
Deales * | 174904 No. F 8741] 3| 4 
| ew 677683 yards | 3701 g 
Drapery O0 | 136 554 yards | 6828] g i 
Dies“ : * 15981110 
Dying Stuffs as 
Glaſs and Glaſs Wares | 1943] 4 6 
Grocery | | 1 3893110 10 
Haberdaſhery Wares Ry 
Hats 1032 Nos | 5916 | 
Hemp | 772 C. iqr. 80713 
Hops | $307C. 2qrs. | 21230 
Ironmengers Wares 8827] 4| i 
Lead = 3862C. 2qrs.| 2913] 3| 9 
Linnen Cloth | 330133 yards 25067 [13] 8 
Millenary Wares | _ 118421] 1] 8 
Oranges and Lemons 393683 No. 137411 6 
Oy! EY | 11702 gallons | 3900J 16 | 8 
Paper | 10557 Reams 4222] 16 
Salt I 408263. buſhels [40826] 10 
Syder | 174 Tons 3 H. 2955] 
Si Manufactures 6013 pounds | 21045 | 10 
. 6607 pounds 4935 3 
Sugar I 4989 C. iqr. 132571345 
Tobacco | 3210380 pounds | 80259] 10 
| Port h | + * Tons 19050 5 
| Span! 189 Tons 3 H. 11385 
vigor . 370 | 
French „ | SS, 
391524 7 1 
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— ination of Goods, 1 Quantities. — 
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Beef 12 464 4 5 
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s 17 4 pe 
J 244910 ; 
a. 714 T. 2 Ter Luke 
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F . %4 7 5 19 2 52 4 
441146 yards | 
hes” 2 ; — » 
e 2nd: -1418 No. i - 


1 274 
3 2355 No. I: 
4 4577 pieces 4535 
| hens > 4583 33 rrels}. 2624 | 
4 "BEE. Fig | 201 T quart. | 2011 
tocki Fr or ity 22 1a pieces | 
Shins of * ſorts We 9 barrels c 
. RE 19924 rre 
S WH C. wt. | 
3 6. wt. | 
657% . 10 
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96 ESSATS u TRADE. : 
By this Account, the Exports of: Ireland 

amounted unto 295392. Ls. 2.4, of which, 
Manufacturies to the value of 30463 l. 75. 6 d. 

and of that it is abſervable, that. 2007541; was 
of Linnen and Wollen Yarn; whereas. before 
the Wars, when Ireland was in its full heighth 
and ptofperity, there was before, as before is 
ſet N to. the value of, 15000 l. fterling 
in thoſe-Commodities :- this ſhews the mari 
propenſity-of the Jiſh to Idleneſs, and thit'no- 
thing but force will make them work: Here 
we lee, that half the hands for the War redu- 
ced them to, that, at leaſt, did more work 
then twice their number did before the Wars, 
and the Reaſon was this; before the Wärs, 
the Jriſþh had Cows, . even the very Beggars 
from door to door have their Cows, and Pot- 
tatoe Gardens, and whilſt they can have Milk 
and Pottatoes, they will do little work. Now 
= Hrif had generally loſt their Cattle, and that | 

orce 


— 


them to Spin to get them Bread; but N 
there is away to employ denden their own | 
advantage in Linnen Manufactures, for the gain 

of England, and if our face be not determified, 

we ſhall neglect the. Antient Method of Trade 

no longer.Stock-Jobbing, Wagers, and the more 

Gentleman-like Trade of a good Office as 

. ifs called, will not bring Money into the King- 

dom; and to live upon the Main Stock withour 

any new.comings in, may bring the Nation into 

the condition of the Dutch Man in Amſter- 

5 dam, that begged Charity for a Man miſtaken 

3 in his Account; his Caſe was thus, he had been 
24 Merchant, and thought he had got — 
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ESSATSo# TRADE. 97 
enough to ſupport him during his Life, but out- 
living his Account, found his misfortune in 
neglecting his buſineſs; if this ſhould be our 
Caſes, and we ſhould think the Nation Rich 
enough without Trade to maintain War abroad, 
and the Poor at home, I fear we ſhould be as 
much miſtaken in our Account. We then 
come to the Importations of Treland, and they 
Amount to 391524. js: 1d. ſterling, by which 
it appears, the Ballance was to the loſs of Jre- 
land, 959321. 5s. 11d. Herling; which I doubt 
was more, for that Ireland was new Planting ; 
the Engliſh returning, brought with them Com- 
modities for Replanting and Supplying them 
that were there, and had been ſtripped by the 
. 85 | 85 
07 this Importation to Jreland, there was 
1059611. from Foreign Parts, which was more 
in proportion to the Exports then uſual, becauſe 
of the want of Deals, and ſome other Foreign 
Commodities, that reland had not been furni- 
ſhed with during the War. 1 


98 ESSAYS on TRADE. | 
An t * Importations into Ireland, in 
the Tear 1 b 
a of Goods. | Value. 
Brandy 20559 gallons | 822312 
* Coales 12 24661 Tons | 18495 15 | 
Deales 5 F 6 © bad fr 8 
„ j New . 457793 yas 3974/16 3 
4 Lou | 15227 3 yds 761315 
5 183319, (9 
7 Dying Stuſ | 72871222 
Glaſs and Glaſs Wares 1777414 | 6 
Grocer | r 
Haberdathery Wares 48100 g | 
Hats ec 7980 No. 399} þ 
Hemp 18386 3 1961 
Hops 2594 10376] - 
Ironmongers Wares ; $368114] 7 
Lead 14576 3 ats | 1133] f 
Lionen Cloth | Sools yards 10014171 
Millenary Wares 19327|19| 1 
Oranges and Lemons 265395 Ne. 1157/10 3 
Oyl I 12552 galfons| 4184] | 
Paper 12919 Reams ( 5167 12 
Salt 294561 buſtels 29456 2 
Syder 48 T. 3 H. 13 
Silk Manuſactures 4673 pounds 16355 10 
Raw Silk 8022 pounds | 6016 10 
Sugar 314 C. Iqr. 10994 151 
Tobacco 21611771. 34029] 8| 6 
— . 457 3 2286210 
niſn 368 T. 3 H. [22125 
e „ 435 
Fren | | | 
334963 19 8 
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| Alu Abſtratt of the Exportations for the Tear 
1696. . + Hg ine 


Q cow 


ICI. Pm — — — — — — 
— of Goods. - Quantities. Value. 
Beer | 8 1098 10 
Beef "+ 2375 barrels | 1 
| bread | JAC 19r.| 222313 
Butter | | 103472 C.aqrs 10 
Candles 1 tes e 174 
S 1 pr hg 1 5 
5 "I I 4413 
Drapery Jon | * 17 555 1 N 2 
 CHeerings n 7457 10 
Fiſh Salmon 755 T. 2 Terc, | 10574 | 13 
| Dry'd Fiſh | | 1618 | 14 
Frize 104167 yds 5208| 9 
„„ | 1547 No 232 1 
Hides - | 624992No | 31246] 
Iron 3 12060 C. wt. | 8640 
| Linnen Cloth Pp 54 12176 „ 12176 _ 
Pork 4250 barrels | 318710 
Rapeſeed 44s qrs 40433343 
Stockings 35032 pair 17911 2 
Skins of ſeveral forts 2 110991 7 
Meal 32704 barrels | 10947 | 16 
Tallow | 22948 C. 2qrs| 28685 | 12 
Wooll | 89783 qr. Sto. 44891 | 10 
Yarns Linnen 3958 C. 3qrs 29783 | Is 
2 Woollen | 7900 gr. Sto. 8322] | 
Wooden-Ware, Timber | 14346] 1 6 
and other Goods. — 
| 358237 7 5 
— — — 
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100 ESS AIS Mπ TRADE. 
By this Account the Exports of Ireland a- 
mounts to 398237, ), 5, of which Manufactures ; 
and of that 381055, 15, of Linnen and Woollen 
Yarn 12000 ſterling in Linnen, and 5208, o7 
in Frize ; all which to the benefit of England 
equally as if of their own, and in ſome reſpect 


more, becauſe they coſt them nothing, as ſhall 


be demonſtrated in the following Sheets. 
The Imports of Ireland for the Year 1696, 

amounted in the whole to 334963, 19, 8 of 

which from Foreign Parts, 101419, 15, 8. 

By this Account we ſee the Importations 
abated from Foreign Parts, of what it was the 
precedent Year, though the Exports encreas'd 
almoſt a Third of what they were the Year before. 
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An Abſtraf of the Importations into treland, in 
the Tear 1697. 


n „„ @ * »» 037 
— at * — ye 4 
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Denomination of Goods. Quantities | Value. 
Brandy | 29938 gallons 11975 4 
Coales 32779 Tons 24584 5 
Deales 2899. & is 14495 | 1g 10 
N New 244494 yards | 21701 3 
Ay L040 FADES yards | 5602 . 55 
Druggs 2321 85 
Dying Stuffs | 5 8519116111 
Glaſs and Glaſs Wares 2189 5111 
Grocery 216231104 
rer Wares * 40320 1[ʃ 
Hats | 639 No. 319110 
Hemp 1178 C. 1qr. | 123015 
Hops A 3853C. 2qIs. | 15422 
Ironmengers wares '62c0] 15 |. 9 
Lead 09G: 157712 6 
Linnen Cloth 109258 3 1658111871 
Millenary Wares FFW 10 
Oranges and Lemons 20706; No. 828] 314 
Oy! "0 311307 gallons | 6320 3 
paper 9480 Reams 3792 4 
Salt | 399278 buſhels | 35527 | 16 
Syder 45 Tons 1 Hl.] 905 
Silk asnufadtues 4939 pounds | 17353 
Raw Silk FI, 11679 pounds 8759 5 
Sugar I 10136 1 qr. [23763] 7| 6 
Tobacco 30987 37 pounds | 77468] 8| 65 
"Port | 449 Tons 1 Hy | 22462 10 
«Spaniſh 290 1740 
Wine 5Rhenifn | 4 240 
(French | 69 3 3138 13 
423182 | 16 7 
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An Aura of the E . = the Tear 


1697. 
— of Goods "i Deuter. 
5 — — — — aun) ke 
Beer of * ++ 45352 
Beef 582104 barrels x 
Bread | 7593C. 19r 
Butter 95184 3 
Candles 15889 C. iqt. 
Chee ſe Soap. 3qr 
Corn ITY 53246 Oh 
* 8477 Pes e 
Drapery Old 945 pcs 1417 6 
Herrings 189104 barrels] 9455 3 
Fiſh Salmon 860 Tons 12040 
Dry'd Fifh | 15721134 
Frize 216938 yards 1084616 I 
Hats | 2301 No. 3431 3 
Hides = 1871753 No. 44087 f 
Tron 8408 C. 1qr.| 560510 
Linnen Clotn 23823 pieces 23823 
Porx | 3766+ barrels | 282417] 6 
' Rapeſeed 17369 quart. | 7569 
Stockings 75576 pieces] 3796 10 
Skins of ſeveral ſorts 11004] 3| C 
Nea | | 111954 barrels] 376512 6 
Tallow 34289 C. 3qrs|[42862] 3, 9 
Wooll 1217678 qr. Sto. 1088357 6 
Yar Linnen 7113 3 [|35$568} 15 
Woollen 13480 Stones, | 831612 
wooden-Ware, Timber 148081 8| 4 
and other Gods. — — 
3 


525004 6 
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| 104 BSSATS on. TRADE. | 
By this Account the Exports of Silent a- 
mounted to 5325004, 6, 3, of which 83707 


were Manufactures Exported into England, 
improvable in England. 
The Imports for the above Year amounted 
to 423182, 16, 7, of which from Foreign Parts 
132290: This muſt be owned to the prejudice 
of England, and the more, ſince the Eyil en- 
creaſes, as appears by the next Years Impor- 
| tations; for the Foreign Importations into Jre- 
; land i is a loſs to England, in more than perhaps 
is in every -y 10 which may be un- 
derſtood w 
red intq. 


* 


n the 'Manhge of Ireland is inqui- 


q Denomination of Goods. 


— 


ireland. . 3 


s Abſtraft 0 


_— 


f the no. 
bs ot ended the 25th f 5 „ 1 — 


; | 
he 


3 » 


Brandy gallons 
Coales Tons 
Deales C. q. No. 
Draperies yds - 
| Dying Stuffs value 
value 
Gal and Gl. wares value 
Grocery value 
Hemp C. J. 
Haberdaſhery -W. value 
Ho ps C. q. |. 
Lead C. q. |. 
Linnens Ells 
Oyles gallons 
Paper value 
Salt Buſhels 
Silks | I. oz, 
Tobacco pounds 
Wines Ton Hhd.G. 


Balks, Druggs, Earthen- 
Ware, c. value 


— — 


| Quantities, 


| 82916 4 
37398 

39 31—20 
40157 4 


2483 3 8 


3476 3 2 
168 582 4 


41902 4 


333272 4 
17572 4 5 
3370900 4 


2836 5 


1870 3 144 


! 


i 
{ 4 
: 


Value... 
22802 2 12 
ö 317860 6] 
458041304 
115171114 2 
2385712 2 
29748 4 
3331 23. 
280011711 
3784 2 
135141772 
34032 1010 
4935 9 
34302 15 3 
6676 1112 
9240 (| I 
41495} 8| 9 
37847 7 6 
ent 
320 3 3 
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| 460723 8 117 
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116139 12 6 
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376863 1 3 
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Denomination of G 0 0 D: 


" PR | | Flt 
| _ '] Beer Ba 
Bullocks | 
Butter C. « 
Calve Skins. | 
Candles + ©, Aud 
1 Cheeſe Gt 
Cowes Hair C. 
5 Hoggs 
= # Hoges Laird 5 
8 Horns v 
Hides Tan'd - 
Ditto Untan'd - | 
1 Jumps do 
| Oxe Bones v⸗ 
| Oxe Guts Bar 
2 Fork | Bar 
Shooes pou 
| Tallow - 5 C. c 
| Tongues do 
: Hake MM 
we | S f Herrings | | 
8 iz, Salmon | Ton Tie 
< Dry'd whitings, Glaſſon, Oc. va 
* Cordage Gq 
| = JLinnen Cloth { pi 
a Linnen Yarn. C. q 
New Drape | i 
Old ditto N | = 
Frize : yal 
Gloves 5 | 8p 
Hats MOR 
Mutton | Barr 
Ruggs | e ie 
9. Lamb Skins | ar 
EA Sheep ditto val 
2 | Woollen Stockings dozen p, 
Worſted ditto dozen p- 
Thrumes poun 
Woollen Yarn. Stone 
Worſted ditto Stone 
| 
Wooll Stone 


C 


= 


; . Iron, Timber ooden· W. & c. yah 
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F the Exportations for the Year ended the 23th of December 1698. | 
- GOODS. | Quantity. || Value, | Currant Price. . 
Flitches | 1220 ſat ier. peFlite, | 610] | | 
Barrels] 839672 185. per bar. | 75$70[15} | 
No.“ 318 © | - 30% pe pe. 772 10 
C. g. 1.121827 2 6 | 385. per C. wt. 213198 43 | 
No.] 33238 1 fd. each 3327 76 
c. q. l.] 2463 20 | 44. perl. 4597 |18| 8 * 
C. q. l. 3046 17 | 250. per C. wt. 630713 9 
C. . 1.4 529 I 20 - 4os.per C wt. 1058 8 
No. 106 8. each 26 10 
C. q. |. 128 3 264 285.per C. wt. 180 17 6 
value 5 eel 7231107 
No.] 68913 | 145. each 482390 2| 
No. | 110913 | 145 each 77639 | 2 
dozen | 1024 26. per doz. 1028 
value | | 45| 3 4; 
Barrels 84 Is. per bar. 27 = > 
Barrels | 37134 4os, per bar, | 7426 | 10 
pounds | 5976 G d. per l. 149 7] 6 
©, . . $3807 115 | 88 "oO I - 6 
5 Barrels | 35872 | Tos. per bar. 293 15 | 
5 No. 31250 sd. each 12811 8 
Barrels | 303) | 18s. per bar.] 27341 2| | 
Ton Tierce| 656 3 18s. per Ton, | 11810| 83 
aſſon, c. value | 763 | 11 | 11 
| . | — ] | - 41489—18—11 
S 28s perc. wt. 28 | ET 
piece | 23176 3 57 per pc. 41522 5 
C. q. l. 8916 3 15 5l.perC, wt. 44583 2| 6 
: Fre | — | =] COLSON 
piece 232852 30. per pc. 58213 13 | 
piece 2814 gl. per pc. 2533 | 18 : 
yards | 666901 16d. per yd. 44460 14 
pair 18 56 1 124, per pair 9216 
No.] 4470 e. euch - 047 
Barrels 754 175. per bar. | 64018 
piece 458 10. per pc. 229 
value 9 179612 
value | | 348818 8] 
dozen pair | 7752 | 126. per doz. | 4651 | 4 
dozen pair] 175 83 40. per doz. 382 [16 | 8| 
pounds | 11247 3d. perl, | 140 [11] 9 
Stone l. 3937 10 135.6d.p.Sto.| 2657 | 7 
Stone |, | 12848 10 174. per Sto, | 17345 | It ) 
| —  - | 1740 5-0g9—O0g : 
Stone IJ. 335574 IOs, per Sto. | 1 
en · W. oe une 8 | 42303—11—03 
996305—08=02 
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By this Account the Exports of Ireland a- 


mounted unto 996 305, 8, 3, of which into 


England, Commodities Manufactured capable 


of being improved 155595. „ 
The Imports for the above Year amounts 


unto 576863, 1, 51, by which Account the 
Ballance is to the Gain of Ireland 4.19442, 6, 91, 
of which from Foreign Parts 191066, Which is 


the Loſs of England, for that in the Year 1681, 
the Imports from Foreign Parts was but 86240. 


} > 
P 2 0 . PS Yo 


9 


63 * 


C23 151 


Drogheda 


Limerick 
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eg of Ireland ; with 
be For, 


1698. 
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er 9 N 15 % 1 
| NM. . into 
an eſtimate 
one Tear, ended ö 


Jece 
Tonn. | Tonn. {Tonn| Tonn 
of Iriſh | ofEng. | of Sc. | of F.] Total. 
Ships. | Ships. | Ships | Ships 
. . 
7] 2005 188 1273 380 3326 
59 279] 39 168 506 
349 | 277914678 30487919666 
4 | 150 100] 250 
1311 234 | 104 344 
80 . 552| 1392] 217] 154] 231g 
93511 8123 Hun 642926259 
24] 192] 208 20 | 420 
233] 238 2980 658] 1186 
12 170 go | 120] 13900 310 
35 294 | 1720 8335 2849 
$5 | n20| 556 1985 3c6r 
| 74] 258] $20| 542| 29% 2150 
136 130} 40 40] 80]: 650. 
421 428] 554 $31 
203] 1933 7301 2178| 11412 
63 807 | 1305 501 2162 
42] 748] 793- 1541 
63 702 2189 02] 3343 


243 21532 76044 4205 18949 129728 
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By this Account. appears how the Navi 
Sa England is ſhortned — 857 


Kingdoms. But there is a Rembdy in part for 
this without a New Law, hers ng Wor ſome care 
taken in it by the Laws of 
not obſerv'd, and by what means 
will be leſs offenſive, ei ſhewn when demdaded 
by thoſe that have Power to ask it, for Tam 
| loath-to give offenes 9 
have handled ſome chi 
the publick good of t 
were 3 to full Light. 1 thihk it eon- 
Cceras the Nation to have it 46 leaſt the Diſeaſe 
N paſt Remedy. e Fe 4 
Trade and Navigation once toi; > ter 
to be brought back, chan to bs datvabe d s 
it never was. 


the Trade of 
Foreign parts, which is a prejudice to both 


8 into, | 


"Ration, 19h they. 
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Inperer eco Emg land Be drs, in the Tea 
1698 with Obforoations bow th are en 


Hunt. and . * Englar id. 


1 


ps Wooll 335574 Hons, at 161. | 
c „the ſtone, in Ireland comes to 1 


85 


Worked Tan 12849 ſto. at 275. per done 17345 
Weollen Yarn 3937 at 1 35 64. 2657 
Sheep and Lamb Skins 230 


in hulaud, comes to 
ce e 145. Has 2800 


: 265623 
. This Sh Wooll Manufatured in 
- _ a heeps Woe to 671 1148 
This orſted Yarn Manufact. in ak- 
aud comes to 35000 
This Woollen Yarn Manufact. i in n Eng- * 
land comes to $900. 
Theſe Sheep and Lamb Skins Manufatt, 1 00 


mY 11 England comes to 1 
[= nngn Yarn Manufactu. in Eng- 
nes 1 Manufact AR 
reen Hides actu. in Eng- | 
land comes to | 56000 


871148 


— — 


Linen Yarn $916C. ee 44583 
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ESSAYS on TRADE. ng. 
There are many Commodities Imported from 
Ireland that I mention not, becauſe I cannot be 
ſo certain of their Improvement as I am of the 
above, but it ſeems conſiderable, as appears by 
Calves Skins, at 14 5. 3327 o7 af Y * | ity 
| Tallow 26903 at 305. 403855 00 o 106982 15 6 
Fon and Wooden Ware 42300 11 0 e 
The next thing, is the Exports n=] ba 


England to Ireland, and though I cannot 
be as exact as in the former Accompts, 
not knowing the value of thoſe Exports 
may Amount unte, that are not of the 
Froduct or Nanufacture of England, yet} 
I may make, a near Compute, becauſe 1 —_— 
their is but very little of 2 thing but >259000. 
Eaſt-India Commodities, and they ave 
not much, and all the reſt are of England; | 
for ſo muſt be accounted all theproduct of 
the Foreign Plantations; this being ſo, 
I ſuppoſe that may be brought to this 
Account, as profit to the Nation, by the | 
Exports to Ireland, of the 2938 18 * a5 
There was Imployed in the Trade of? ' 
Freiland, as I find by the particulars of 
| _ part, in _ Year 1699 3 243 Sail | | 
| 1ps, making Tunnage as they were ied 7 a 
tne is the. Cuſtom-Houſe. 120928 See . wo: 
Tun, of which 76044 Tun were of Ships 88 28 
of England: now to count the Gain of 
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By this Account againſt which there can be no Obje- 

ion, for that there is nothing charged but ariſes out of - 

the Cuſtom-Houſe Books of both Kingdoms; England Gains 
Annually by the Trade of Treland, 1304174 18 6. 


Millions Sterling per 4nzum by the Trade of 
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Ans befides this, there is the Exports of he- 


| lavd ta Foreign Parts, en Account of Engliſh 


Men, which muſt be confidered, and makes a 


3 . 
cat Article if 1 made any thing b ſs ; for 
| — the — = of Jug 


ſtands the Account 


land, for the Year 1698. 996305. o8s. 024. 


Of which I bring to the above Accompt, but 
265623 (. 10s. 064. Imported into Exgtand, which 
being deducted . qut of 9963057. 08s. 024. 
there remains 7306811. 175. o8 d. which was 
Exported to Foreign Parts. 730681. 1775. 084. 

The greateſt part of which, * of right 


ougght to be for the Account of ! 


if f. is ſo, is in the ballance of Trade equally 
ſo much, as 1 from England, and 
then it is evident, that England doth Gain two 


Ireland. 2 1 as, 
Now though there can be no denying matter 


of Fact as this Account is, yet there may be an 


”w ol 


Objection to 871 148 that I make to be far of 
the clear gain to the Nation, for it will be ſaid, 


the firſt coſt of them in /reland, being 265623 
muſt be deducted, being paid for with the Mo- 


* 


* Goods of „ 
To 


this I anſwer, there is neither Money nor 
Goods ſent out of England, for the Exports of 


Ireland to England, nor much for the Exports 


from Ireland for Engliſh Accompts to Foreign 


Parts, but they are paid for by the Expence of 


the Iriſp Eſtates in England; ſo that as to the 


general Stock of the Nation, nathing is carried 
out of the Kingdom, for what they fetch from 
Ireland. eee Ip 1 


= 


Wo 


RADE. nt 
. bh If = mm . . Ireland 
8, and what it might be to Exgland ; E perfwade 
my ſelf, — 7 be another manner of care 
taken of it, then to leave it a facrifice for Men 
When they want Imployments, as I have ſaid 
before in another place, kept for uſes not to bt 
named, and why not for a Publick Benefſt of 
the Nation I cannot tell, but becauſe tis got | 
under the care of the Parliament, and madga 
36h of themſelves. 8 of which | 
as been the cauſe of, the frequent Rebellious of | 
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— 
Ireland, and the miſtaken diſpoſition after reco, 
vered, has been much to . 1 the 
Trade and Navigation of England, Whereas 
it might be ſo wag: <>" to bring in mare clear 
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ports fa the Tear 1697, ai it mas talen out: 
The Cuffom- Houſe Books, Ec. in London. * 
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That the fo a Sls 50 ky the. 
more th frgon mall here reduce them into 
ſueh method, as will give Demonſtration, how 
and by what Commodities, Navigation and 
Trade, Ireland becomes ſo profitable to England. 
And firſt let me remove oneObjec ion which lies. 
in the way; that if the Trade of Ireland brought 
in two Millions per Annum, gain to the Nation, ' 
that of it ſelf, would have brought twiee as much. 
Money into the Kingdom, ſince the Reſtaura- 
tion of Charles the I, as there is now in it. 


That there is ft in the Kingdom, half the gain 


England hath got by Ireland in that time, is not 


to be denied; ; yet that hath no- weight to diſ- 
prove the aſſertion, that England doth gain 
near two Millions per Annum by Treland, but it 


proves that England looſes hy moſt other Trades, 
which with the vaſt Conſumption of x 


Importations, ſwallows up moſt of the gain 


got by Jrelan and the Foreign Plantations: 
which, with the T»rky Trade; will be found 


when Trade is thoroughly conſidered, to be the 
chief Fund of our — I know there-are 


ſome other Trades that make 2 appear - 


ance, yet when look'd into, will not aànſwer 


their how; nor is the ballance of Trade a8 1 
have ſaid before, to be made only by an Ac- 
compt of Exports and Imports taken out of the 
Cuſtoms, if that were valid, the Accompt 1 


here Incert, as it was made for the Year 1697. f 


makes the Ballance to the proſit * 
' 16388021. og. 0 . . 
| Whereas it is to be feared, and even by that 
Aesompt it may be made out, that the Ballance 
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is very little to the Advantage of England; tis a 
great work, and they muſt be nice Accomprants 
that can find out the Ballance of Trade in a 


 Traffick ; but of that of Jretand, there is no 
difficulty, being but four Articles; What are 
the Exports to England? and what the Imports 
from England ? the Exports to Foreign Parts, 
with their Imports into Jreland , and theſe being 
here plainly Expreſt, I preſume cannot be con- 
teſted, and then there may ſeem reaſon to ſettle 
and ſecure that * lo invincibly to the 
Intereſt of England, that neither its Tradi mor 
| Government, may be ſeparated from the Engliſh 
Nation, nor intermixt with any other. 
ſume it might be expected, that I Theol: 


ſomething of the Revenue ariſtug from the 
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Cuſtoms and Import Duties, becauſs in truth 
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That the Woollen Manufactory ef Eng- 
tage of the Nation, without the Wooll's ' 


on 


Mou I ſhall not trouble the Rea- 
der with a long Diſcourſe on this Sub- FF, 
I ject, yet I believe it neceſſary to, ſay 
ſomething to it, becauſe I have met with ſome 
Men of weight that are of Opinion the Wooll 

of treland is a prejudice to England, in bring- 

ing down the Price of it here; and by that 
means diſcourages our Sheep-Maſters, and ſo 
abates the Flocks of England, and lowers the 

Rents of Land: and this Opinion, like ſome 

other miſtakes in Trade, prevails with too 

many that” yet mean well for the Public. 
That this Opinion is not well grounded, I 
ſubmit the Reaſons following, ö L 
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Woollen Manufacture, aud in ſome reſpet. . 
more, becauſe; our Old Drapery, and courſe: 
| Broad-Cloth-can be, and are already ſupplied | 
abroad by Manufactures of their courſe Wooll, 
dut our finer Manufactory in Stuffs, they can- 
not make of their own W OO. 
Secondly, The cheaper our Wooll, the greater 
our Manufactories. I have laid before, the 
2 e diſcouragement to our Woollen Manu 
factories, is, that we cannot afford them as 
cheap in the F gs Markets, as ſome: of them 
are made by our Neighbours, and it would be 
à dangerous experiment to raiſe qur Wooll, 
and thereby be forc'd to lower the Rates of the 
Manufacturers Labour; and yet, ſo we muſt dog 
to bring our Commodities as cheap to a Foreig 
h Market, as others in the World ca. 3 
Thirdly, | The enlarging Sheep-Walks was 
never accounted a banal to the Kingdom, but 
a waſte in it; and ſo it is found in Spam, and as 
I have heard, even in Ireland, thought to be ſo 
injurious to them, that in one of their late Par- 
liaments they were making a Law to reſtrain 
their numbers of Sheep, for that it hindred 
Planting and N the Kingdom : a Shep= 
herd and his Boy inhabiting as much Land as 
would imploy and maintain a Thouſand Fami- 
lies. If it be fo, it then ſeems an Advantage 
to England to leſſen their Sheep-Walks, and enn. 
large them in /re{and, if there could be ann 
. way found to encourage them to do it; a Hun- _ AÞ 
dred Hands imployed. in the Manufactoring .- 
Wooll, or any other Labour, brings in more 
Gain to the Publick ou a Thouſand Sheep 7 1 
1 3 1 
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and- — Hundred Acres of vil e 
When 2 Thouſand Acres will not the 
I can't: fay it is Prasticable, but with 
4. if — that Jrelandl was the Sheep-Walk of 
e © "England, and that the Bodies of Men i in England 
increas'd here, and their in Jreland ; and | 
did wekedpall & Wool pf both Ri at 8. 
Home, we ſhould want Wooll for our Manu- 6 
factories as much as now we abound,for it is our | 
Wool} that they have abroad, which with mix- 

tures of their own, enable them to carry on N 
their Manufactures, which if they were ob- . 
ſtructed in, we ſhould' want both Hands and 
Wooll to ſupply Foreign Vent: and that there 


1 may be ſound ways to prevent the Exports of 
Wooll, without the charge of Armed $loops, 
Cee. Ido preſume it le with leſs Expene. 
3 to the publick. To ſuppreſs Evils in rat: 
fick, ee hay prevenpu chem. 45 
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„ War, and oben g gre + Taxes | 
©” uM: ation,” be" # proper eaſier 3 
. "bing He Poor under e 0 
150 relieve. and SPP, Fe, en berter 
— wn. i ie, 
b de Firlt Pare of 1 l ys „Ter kae 
few Lines on this Subject, but it only Re. 
ted to Infant-poor, Which 1 have heard 
fever approve of, but go no further. That 
Maxim of Morality and good nature, white 
flat obe by it, ſtands in che way to obſtruct 
od. And though bleſſed. be God, 
We have numt ders of Pious and Charitable Per- 
ſons in the Nation, that Extend their Alms 
bountiful v0 erbt et not being in a Publick 
Capacity, they can do ho more then give ſome 
preſent eaſe to the Afflicted, but cannot make 
the Cure; chat muſt be the Work of the Great 
ue or the Nation; and at ong them, wich 
reateſt Reſpect to their Order, 1 think: it 
voce become the Reverend Biſhops t o appear 


| 125 in this Publick 3 Chace; we 


the United Body of the Nat ion that Good 
Samaritan,who did more then give a bare Alms, 
i Jed for the Cure of his Supplicant: if the 
ion did fo, [for Private Charity never can 
make a Publick Remedy] we ſhoutd have no 
cries in | the Streers for mY nor the name of 
14 8 
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God. more Lmployed for Neturel, than it is for 
Spiritual Food. : tis: a Bleſſing to Hunger after 
Righteouſneſs ; but a Judgment on that Na- 
tion, where the Inhabigants Hunger after Bread: 
and however natural it is for every Man to put 
off Publick care: from his own. e with 
that ready Anſwer, the he it but on, and can 
mate no Law Vet with ſubmiſſion I; is not 
lle until he hath done his part, and if 
every one that ſaid he is but ohe, and ſo puts 
off a good work, would ſay he is one for it 
the Majority would be of their ſide; nor 40 
believe there would be any Man ſo hard as to 
oppoſe ſo good a BY " "The blame muſt then 
he laid on them that approve the work but do 
dat, move in it. 
Aud begauſe 1 have. heard ſome 1 well affeted 
to this good deſign of providing for the Poor, 
ſayz they thought it was not a proper time to ſtir 
in that matter, whilſt a Nation lies under great 
Taxes to carry on the War, Sc. Lhete ſub- 
mit my Opinion, that the greater the Taxes 
and Obſtructions on Trade are by the War, 
4 PAs oper the time for taking cre of the 
N e * Ab: en 1 "gs 8 Reaſons 6 


255 dee e. increaſe Poor, 0 if 1. i 
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Thee are T os we coffin to be nec 
of; ; one are Poor that are willing t to e bur 
cannot get Imployment. "OF 
There are another ſort of Poor Int are L. 

and Idle, Who rather chooſe to beg than Work: 
„ fiſt fort will chearfully come into Im- 
: erden and to provide that for them N 8 
eſs charge ay the Nation, than to brin 
into . ſt of the Pariſh” Poor. For 1 5 18 to 
be ob Lived whiPft the Woollen Manufacture 
found Vent; great part of the Poor could earn 
ſomething to Wards their maintenance, aud the 
Pariſh allowed them perhaps, fix Pence to twelye 
Pence a Week beſides, but if there be not Work 
for them to earn fomerhing towards their li- 

ving, then the Pariffi muſt allow them full main- 
tenance, and that will more then double the 
charge of the Poor, we now have: which if 
mmol ſeems unanſwerable, that the Hike 
ſent War, Taxes, and decay of Trade, bring 
3 ome on the Nation, to take ar this tin a 
pew mealures for the Poor. bu 
It is not many Years fince the Nation 5 
on the brink of Mans by ſuffering abuſes in tlie 
in to run to Extrehiity, „Wbicl ſome believe 
might have been prevented wirt earlier care and 
leſs loſs to the People, than it was at laſt, with 
an Expedient next to a Miracle in its ſucceſs 
bur ſuch Experiments ſhould be. remembred 
father as Monitors, . Preſidents. We ſeem 
to be in as great danger b 125 Rowing char urge of 
the Poor, as we Were then by the debaſing 5, 1 
1 851 and! think it would de a greater fol 
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Proviſon in pro 
But to do that by railing the Tax upon Parithes - 
for the Poor, would rather increaſe than maintain 
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horten the number of the People though Fobr, 
than it was to leflen the value of the Money, 
_ + would not think it poſſible for a Chriſtian 


People to ſee their Country Men ſtarve and not 


relieve them, yet I muſt own it will be hard t 


prevent it, if the Poor increaſe to double in their 


n in proportion to the Inereale of them, 
them ;there-being at this time many that pay to 


: 


their Friends, to carry e ot 


the Poor, who are ſupported by the 8 9 


that pay Ten Shillings a Year who live by Day- | 


matter, mary Towns are decaying, by the Inha- 


bitants quitting the Place, only becauſe the 
22 4 W | 2% 1 


Taxes for t or grows ſo upon them. 


loath to mention what Thave heard, and in fone 


many Towns in the Kingdom, and yet to looſe 
theſe People through —— I neither 


- Chriſtian nor Prudent Conduct. I cannot forbeat 
repeating it, that the neglect of the Poor, ſeems. 


the greateſt millgks in our Government; why 
re we ſo careful to Increaſe our Herds and 


Flocks, and ſe remiſs in that of our People ? if 
our negledt of providing Imployment for them, 
how's 1 Tome to ſeek their living a- 
broad, and bring 

home; We hall voor 
that the loſs of the bodies of Men, arg not ſo ea: 
fly recovered as that of Money: we have * 


2 
SA 
"0%. 


others to periſhing want at 


A. 


perhaps When dis too late, 


/ 
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* Pry one, but none for the ochs if we provide 
not ways for their Imployment; and that brings 
me to the other Reaſonl would offer, why Ithi It Min | 
the War doth not hinder, but rather inforce an 
? mmediate e how to Imploy the 
OO r. 1 1 


_ Thave ſaid, before,that a time of War Inc 


nc creaſes | 
the Poor, aud . there i is che more re 
ws 85 fide IT loy, them, i in the. time 
of W 


55 4 M* ton 


"That may be done by Publick flrengih whic 
12 be done by Private, and chere is ſome | 
s may contribute. in time of. War for. oh 
ployment of the, Poor, thar doth not in ti 
of Peace. I might name ſeveral, but Lalway 1 
cline any thing that looks like an Opinion 
own invention, nor do I think it cd for a b 
vate hand to offer that which looks like OY 
pating the Conſults of ſuch, as may perhaps be 
ppointed to look into a concern of ſo great 
bee as of chat af lmploying and Fwy. Fin 
fa . 2 4 
. * I thould think it a loſs to tbe Nation, if the 
Sir Hundred Thouſand Poor, that a good Au- 
b tells us are in the Kingdom, that can work, 
uld Travel out of it for Bread, and tis moſt 
©. Probable that fach may take their fligbt; in a 
time of RIFE uble invitation for them, 


vid of th Poor as 'of i Ra, 1 | 
her m3 and e iands that defend 
. 2 Tec, 
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feed, and clothes us: what noiſe do we hear i 
the World, of rang Men for the Armies, and 
even our Confederates are accounted great, ac- 
cording to the number of their Troops, not their 
Bags, and yet tis their Men that inlarge them 
too. It was the Wiſdom of the great Council of 
the Nation, even in this Confederacy, to pay their 
Men for our Quota, rather then ſend our own. 
This ſhews, that our Senators better conſider the 


ee And it is hoped, they will, now we 
rs under fo calm a Reign, wherein there is not 
Room for Faction, neither leave any for Com- 
e ; the Rich enjoy their plenty. Let not the 
Poor fuffer by their abundance, which too often 
makes Men that know no want inſenſible of it 


in others, and by that ſometimes bring it gn 
themſelves. We too often verifie that Tralian 


Proverb, Engliſh Men are ſick too late, and well tos 


oon z are we not ſo in this of the Poor? We Act 


as if we had no Diſeaſe, tho? it grows every day 
upon us. I would only ask theſe Queſtions. 
1. Whither 'tis not probable in atime of War 


that there may be want of work for a Million of 
eaplethar now axe Imployed ': 
2. Whither a Weeks want of Imployment, 
will not bring That Million of People to want 
Bread 7 * K ; bd 1 Is; ? W 9 2 3 74 5 ; ge a 4 15 7 : 
3. What would ee of ſuch an 
Army te be up in a Day? and this may be with- 


colt the noife'of a Drum, but with a more fright- 


fil, chat ef rhe cries of the Poor... 
They that will conſider this, will be of opinion, 
thar'thEre can be no realen given to dlay that to 


. * 
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Day, which may be more diffcult to Morro W. 
88 „ e 


% 
S 


1 Jͤ /n-+ BY. 1 
8 3 jy. +. 1981 
16 
; 4 
1. 


LP * 27 f 2 5 * 
I N 3 * v.77. as 


4 1 . 7 f | : #8 41 aches 
_— TT 2 1 Co . KO TOY 
A Litter to a Gentleman in the Country, Relating 
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B. what you write, there ſeems in the Country a Uni; 


verſal apprehenſion of all thinking Men,that our next 
rliament, under God, deter:nines the Fortune of theſe 


Kingdoms, and makes us a Free or Enflav'd Foggia} Mens 


Eyes begin to be open, and ſee their Error in choſing em- 
bers of Parliament. for their Addreſs and Expences, or for 


(what's equally as bad) the Recommentation of Great Men, 
We thay remember when this Evil began, and what 22 
ported it: But that which was then but Scarvy-ſpots on the 
Body, is of late, by the corruption of Places and Penſions, 
No Plagie-Sores, that has almoſt infected the whole 


"1 ſhall” never forget ine Anſwer of 4 great Man, fit 
Years fince, to one that came with a Project of leſſening 


the charge of Offices, both as to Number and Value, which was 
this, Tom would do the King more Service at this time to enlarge 


| b&th; and tis done to the purpoſs, if we have Ten Thou- 


find Men in Civil Imployments, the leaſt of which baye 
ſome influence on Elections, by Friends or Relations; and 


| they have been ſaid to hold their Imployments by the Tenor 
of that Service. We have nb need of ſuch Artifices now, 


and ye ſhbuld mark the Men that uſe them 

| What enterfaininent would Old England have given to 
Men that had no pretence to Elections, but Preſents to #herr 
Mues, and Drinh to their Husbands ?, Such would have been 
hiirled out of the Country like Gipſies, and then the great- 
eſt Expence would not have been the Merits of their Choice. 
I I have often wonder'd that the leaſt Underſtanding 

ſhould not ſee the meaning of Mens Travelling from one 


N oy 


end of the Kingdom to the other for an Election. Men do 


wot ſpend their Time and Mony for Moon-ſhine ; the bare 
Title of worthy member, will not anfwer the Expence of 
Five Huttred or a Thouſand Pounds, \ . 
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126 A Letter to a Gentleman in the Country, 
We ſhould except againſt a Fury-Man that gave Money to 
be put on it. And is not there much more reaſon to con- 
ſider a Man that hath our Lives and Fortunes in his Hands; 
and we are told, even without Controle, or ſo much as to be 
heard by Petition ? If it be ſo, we have the more Reaſon to 
be careful in our Choice, and never give our Vote for a Man 
we don't know: The common Objection is Rid iculous, That 
there is not a- Man in ſome Corporations fit to go to Parliament. 
There may not perhaps fit for a publick Imployment, and 
that which attends it; but there is few Corporations but 
have ſome Men in them that can follow, if they can't lead 
Honeſt Men in a Vote; and there never wants Gentlemen in 
the Neighbourhood of a Corporation fitter to be truſted 
than Grecian Merchants, Lawyers, Clerks and Commiſſioners ; 
Inhabitants of London and Weſtminſter, If we chooſe Men 
of our own Country, we ſhould bluſh with the Roman to ſee 
a Vertuous Cato rejected. and a Vicious Vatinius Choſen ; 
but when we fetch Men from abroad, we generally do it: 
Methinks it admits not of a doubt, as I ſaid before; 
will any Man ſerve à Corporation he hath no more 
Intereſt in than the Purchaſe of his Elefion ? There 
muſt be ſomething more ; and this I take to be the reaſon 
why our Taxes have been ſo great; it is commonly ſaid, 
One Third of them went among the Managers ; and when ever 
faulty Men were queſtioned, Huſh Many went - abroad, and 
adown right Vote ſaved them. And in this time it was ob- 
ſerved, That though the Majority of the Houſe were Cerpo- 
ration Choice ye t not Corporation Men. Sea and Land Admirals, 
Iriſh and Welſh Judges, London Stock- Jobbers, &c. And a 
worſe Set of Men that time will ſhow, — This, if there 
were no more, would Alarm a Wiſer Nation, to ſee their 
Religion and Fortunes .in the Power of Men that hafe no 
Stake with them in either, a e RR 
This thought often makes my Heart to tremble, a Vote in 
Parliament may give up a People, whileſt their Navies and 
Armies are fighting to preſerve them. —And none but thoſe 
who believe our Corporation Yoluntiers are Men of publick 
Spirits that deſign nothing for themſelves, can think the Na- 
tion ſafe under ſuch Repreſentatives: But we ſee the moſt 
buſie of our Champions advanc'd, and others not pleas'd who 
are neglected; Are theſe Men fit tobe Choſe again? 


/ 


J I NE I ¹w'i ⅛Ü U⁵˖ IO »msàʒx ̃· T NNE 
. * 1 Pg FF 4% N 2 4 a ef, b : 9 2. . WY 3 7M wes 
* s. A : » . 8 1 7 £ kc 5 Vi * * 
F 5 f ES ? ö 5 ; þ 
: N * * n * * 14 4 -.9 
+ * s N 4 # 4 3 i 
[ N 7 3 * * d © 
1 re 
* 
oF 


e wah Elation 1 Parliament- Mev. 127 oo 


Phyſicians tell us, If Men in a Malignant Diſtemper feel 
no paid, their Condition is rate. f a Parliament 
be tainted; alli ide Nation not ſenſivje; what theh ? 
It way the ſaying of a great Man in the Reign of queen * 
Elizabeth, Thus Eügland could ne! er be nndons. IF tes a Pare. Wl 
ligment ;; Pray God avert it now. e 
We fare been unfortunate ina Party: ergn, very near 
an Anarchy, when the Government was Modled to the pre- 
vaient Faction in *. ee ; there is the ſame Spirit 
abroad now, diſtinguiſning themſelves by the names of Mr 
and High Church. men. One crięs out, Have a care of the Church, 3 
another, We are in danger of ah : When any Man-wirh half 4 
an Eye may fee the Deſign 14. a a Party. 1 
They who get moſt in Famed ve the Government, aud 
conſequent) Imployments at diſpoſe. 
No then is the time to defeat, and for ever damn theſe 
Vultures of the Nation ; and ſuch an opportunity never 
We have Jene onthe nere whatever more, 
| nothing 6G iy xemplary Piety; and of whoſe Judgment, _ 
there hat * invineible inſtances before ſhE 
ak he Throhe ; the ſame Spirit ſtill guides her. 
a then lay afide all Party-Men, and with one Voice 
ueen above them. Let her Servants be Servatits, 
not — he hath no need of Tiicks in Govern- 
ment: Her Parliament is her — Chooſe them 
well, avd ſhe will be under no de mals uſe of UP 


Men. 
' Think it a great fault among us to cry out a againſt the 
Miniſtry, and Men in Employments : I believe indeed, the 
Nation never had worſe * in the laſt n 
wirhout reflection to that great Man. 
Who choſe them? Was it not our ſelves. The day we 
| 5 we give them an e; that is their By. 


"Now to prevent this FoundationEvil, for ſo it is, Jet us 
chuſe aocot ding to our excellent Conſtitution, Men 
our ſelves, © of known Integrity and Fortune in the Place 
they are Choſe for; for then we ſhall have a Country Par- 
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his Rural Weapons; ſo with Cg 12 
quer the Tools of Fraud at home; e m wp 1. 7 
ons of their late my 3 eaſe the Nation i ceit Taxe, Taxes 


Such a Parliament * 910 88 would confi e the Opi. 
nivn that we have loſt our. Englifh Integrity, and al mor- 


tify the French Leviathan; who hopes more from our .Cor- 


ruptions and Weak. Management, than the Force of his 


own Arms. 


We e that we have enter d into 2 War, in 


which our alls at Stake; 3 our Trad Manuſactures and Na- 


vigation, whichare the Funds that ſuppart our Fleets and 
Armies, will abate; and to add to our misfortunes, We 


have a diſmal Proſpect of a Growing Poor, _ 
we complain d the laſt War, when we were not mort- 


ned in our Trade, as we are now. —The ſame management 


we had then, would change our. Money-Lotteries into Men- 


| Lotterien, and we ſhall want Money to pay them. 


But we have yet enough to drop the laſt” Pe wich” 
Europe, if we manage without Fraud, and be not like 


Larks, lewer'd into the Net by the Fictitious Glares of ge 


Glaſs of Preferment, not conſidering that n do but Rob 
our ſelves, to give all up to the French,” 

If this be duly conſidered, we ſhould rather Pray, then 
Drink for Elections; and then we hope, Cod will give 
us Judges as at the firſt, and Counſellors as in the beginning; 
But if our Elections are ſecuted by Promiſes, as ſome brag, 
ſuch Engagements are void when alls at Stake, and this our 


lait Throw for the Engliſh Nation. 
Let us not Fool our ſelves, if we miſcarry i in this Paris, 


ment, we ate à loſt Feople; Pray God give every Man in 


the Nation underſtanding to conſider it; we then 


have a great change; no Penſioners, no Places, ne Expe - 
ctants, nor Volunteers. No Men that want . Covering. of - 
tormer Cheats, or any that ſet up for New; we g know 
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